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PC’s pot Sennott to speak at Commencement
Boston Globe European bureau chief
problem has extensive experience in Middle East
Marijuana write-ups
on the rise, according
to Dean of Discipline
By Mary Votava ’05
News Staff

The scent of something other than
burnt popcorn and the alluring mix of
sweat and cologne have filled the Provi
dence College residence halls this year.
Smells familiar? According to Ronald
J. Kelly, Dean of Discipline, marijuana
write-ups in the resiRESIDENCE dence halls are up subL1FE stantially already from
last year. By the end
of the 2OO1-’O2 school
year, there had been 12 cases of students
found guilty of marijuana violations. A
month into the second semester this year,
there have already been 17 cases of stu
dents found guilty.

-------------------------By the end of the ’01-’02 school
year, there had been 12 cases of
students found guilty of
marijuana violations. A month
into the second semester this
year, there have already been 17
cases of students found guilty.

--------- ---------------- "
The bulk of the students written up
this year for marijuana have been fresh
men. No incidents this year have neces
sitated calling the Providence Police,
meaning that most incidents have in
volved a small amount of marijuana.
Kelly also added that the Discipline Of
fice has not dealt with any cases on cam
pus this year involving any drugs other
than marijuana.
Rev. Kenneth Sicard, O.P., Dean of
Residence Life, maintains that the Resi
dence Life Office has made no more of
an effort this year to write-up students
for marijuana use than in this past. Since
Sept, thirty four marijuana reports have
been sent to the Discipline Office for
further investigation. He said, “There
just seems to be a greater incidence of
it. We have been consistent in our ef
forts.”
“This seems to be a phenomenon that
comes and goes,” said Kelly. He cited
the early 1990’s as the last time in re
membrance that the numbers of mari
juana write-ups had been so high at PC.
Either the numbers of incidents are
up, or the number of incidents written
up has increased. “I think it’s a national
trend. ..pot is on the rise,” said Kelly. He
mentioned that many of the students he
sees now have been smoking for a longer
amount of time, even since junior high
school.
According to the latest report from the
U.S. Department of Health and Human
Services, a three-percent increase in
marijuana use in adults aged 18 to 25
has been documented.
“I have definitely noticed more writ
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By Dave Holman ’03
Editor-in-Chief

It should be a busy spring for Charles
M. Sennott, The Boston Globe's
European bureau chief. He expects to
cover the impending war
with Iraq from Baghdad
“in the near future.”
While he prays that war
can be avoided, he
remains committed to his assignment
scheduled
for
May
18—the
Commencement Address to the
Providence College Class of 2003.
“As journalists, we are not
academics.. .We are supposed to be good
listeners, professional observers. If we
have any talent for the craft we can take
what we heard or saw and weave a story
that will not only be accurate, but hard
to put down,” Sennott told The Cowl
from London last Friday, “To be awarded
an honorary doctoral degree for
performing this craft is a great honor for
me — especially coming from an
institution whose philosophy of
education I respect.”
Providence College is not exactly
foreign territory for Sennott. His brother,
Richard Sennott, now a news
photographer for The Minneapolis StarTribune, attended Providence for a year,
and his cousin Chris Gorgone ’03 will
be in cap and gown for the address.
“When you grow up Irish-Catholic in the

Boston area, you know a lot of people
who went to Providence College,” he
said.
Sennott was emphatic about the
honor of addressing the Class of 2003.
“How you bring faith into education is
something I respect at Providence. It’s
not inflated, it’s not puffed up, it’s not
dogmatic.
It’s inquisitive, it’s
searching.”
Though his name may not ring many
bells for Providence College students,
his selection by the Commencement
Speaker Selection Committee and
College President Rev. Philip A. Smith,
O.P., and confirmation by the Board of
Trustees last Tuesday seems timely with
the country teetering on war and
preoccupied with terrorism.
A 1984 graduate of University of
Massachusetts-Amherst with a degree in
history, Sennott went on to receive a
master’s degree from the Columbia
School of Journalism. Sennott covered
what could soon be referred to as the first
Gulf War for the New York Daily News.
He has been following al Qaeda since
their first (and failed) bombing of the
World Trade Center in February of 1993.
Sennott has experienced extra
ordinary access during his Middle East
reporting. His travels brought him into
personal sight of Osama bin Laden at an
August 1993 conference in Khartoum,
Sudan, entitled, “Islam in a New World
Order.” He has interviewed Palestinian

Courtesy UMASS Magazine Online

Sennott has authored a book about
the religious conflict in the Middle
East.
Liberation Organization Chairman
Yasser Arafat, current Israeli Prime
Minister Ariel Sharon, and Sharon’s
predecessor Benjamin Netenyahu.
Mr. Sennott is not in everyone’s good
graces, though; he probably cannot
return to Saudi Arabia after one
investigative stint took him off the
government’s radar to which they
usually hold foreigners. For such efforts,
he has been recognized with the
Livingston Award for National
Reporting, the Aronson Award for Social
Justice Journalism, and a National
Headliner Award for Investigative
Reporting for his series, “Armed for
SENNOTT/Page 5

Harkins 5th Floor: Ruling PC from the top down

The Executive Conference Room, located on the fifth floor of Harkins Hall,
is where the Board meets.
could sense the meeting had already
By Mike Massey ’06
started, so he hastened his step. His trem
News Staff
It was late on the first Tuesday of the bling hand reached out to turn the knob,
month. There was a chill in the February afraid of what he might discover. He
air that seemed to bite his spine as he threw the door open and revealed what
walked up the dark stairs. With each step he had suspected from the start: the Col
he took, he could hear the lege had a secret committee running the
FEATURE creak of the wood under show. Smith, Izzo, and even retired Vice
STORY his foot, as if the spirit of President of NBC studios were in on it!
Bishop Harkins was But where was the world famous sus
telling him to go back. But, he grasped pense novelist? “She couldn’t make it
his pen and pad in renewed confidence: to this meeting,” a voice from the crowd
there was no going back, he knew too explained. He was foiled again.
much already.
Had Mary Higgins Clark, one of the
As he approached the fifth floor, he newest members of PC’s Board of Trust

ees, attended the meeting, she may have
been able to write a better intro. But the
fact remains, the Board of Trustees is a
bit of a mystery to the College commu
nity. When asked if she knew the
Board’s role, Caroline Donohue ’04 said,
“Not exactly.. .1 would assume they are
in charge of overseeing the financial as
pects of the College.”
Donohue was not too far off, but why
don’t more students have a concrete pic
ture of what the Board does? Perhaps
this is because this elusive group of in
dividuals meets only three times a year,
on the first Tuesday of October, Febru
ary, and June. Though few and far be
tween, these meetings (held on the fifth
floor of Harkins) determine major deci
sions affecting the entire College com
munity.
Despite its importance, the structure
is another obscure area surrounding the
group. The Executive Branch of the
College is in fact, split into two parts:
The College Corporation and the Board
of Trustees. Each has their own role to
play in the governance of PC but work
closely together.
“The College Corporation has existed
from the beginning,” said Rev. Terrence
J. Keegan, O.P., Executive Vice Presi
dent of Providence College. The Corpo
ration was included in the original Col
lege charter, dating back to 1917. “About
a dozen years ago,” Keegan continued,
“The governance of PC changed, and we
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write-ups
higher than ever before

News Briefs

Marijuana:

V Art Exhibit in Hunt Cavanaugh
It has nothing to do with
“monologues” nor is it related to the 14th
of February. “V” is the Roman numeral
five, and is the title Christian Contini
'97’s art exhibit now on display in HuntCavanaugh Hall, commemorating the
five years since his graduation. The art
gallery is lined with seven oil on canvas
paintings and six manipulated, scanned
images. The reception for the exhibit
was held on Jan. 25 and will be on
display until Feb. 20.
“Here’s a show that has generated
student enthusiasm,” said Alice
Beckwith of the Art and Art History
Department. “That’s part of what this
gallery is all about,” she explained.
Beckwith said that Contini made “works
that people could live with.” The fact
that three of the $450 oil paintings have
already been sold is testament to the fact
that Contini’s works have been wellreceived.
The exhibit was two years in the
planning and Beckwith speculated that
it took hundreds of hours of work on
Contini’s part. Every aspect of the
exhibit was thoroughly planned out, such
as light positioning, placement of the
paintings, and placement of the two
wooden benches in the gallery. Contini
took every detail into consideration, even
the effects the color on the walls in the
corridor and the red letters visible on the
hallway wall would have on the viewer.
Beckwith said that it is “important for
an artist to have that sense.”
Kristen Matta '06 said, “As I walked
into the exhibit area I was overwhelmed
with the immense paintings and all of
the lively colors. Seven huge paintings
that called my attention hung on the plain
white walls.”
Contini commented on his work in a
pamphlet available at the exhibit.
"Inspiration for this series came about
on the five-year anniversary of
graduating as an art major from
Providence College. I was interested in
investigating how this significant period
of time in my life had affected my
approach, methodology and aesthetic
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the Disciplinary Office, which can levy
appreciation. Since graduation, I have continued from front page
fines on a student found guilty after a
been immersed in technology at the
workplace,” he wrote. “My philosophy ing-up by RA’s,” said Colin Orr ’05, hearing. The student is fined $100 the
behind my paintings is basically to have “From talking to people, though, I don’t first time and $350 the second time. Un
appealing art for installation in a room,” think it’s discouraging anyone from like alcohol, the first time a student is
written up, they are immediately on dis
said Contini in an interview. He also smoking.”
“We have some good RA’s,” said ciplinary probation. This means the stu
wants to, “accentuate contemporary
furniture.” Contini said, “I think of the Kelly, “They are probably more attuned dent cannot participate in campus orga
nizations or sports. “This hurts some
environment it [the art] is going to be in. to the smell, but they’re very fair.”
A resident assistant from Mal Brown, body who has something to lose,” said
For this reason Contini never signs his
Ben Fillo ’03, explained his role in mari Kelly. “This affects those who are in
work.
In describing his undergraduate work juana incidents. “If you smell a sub volved on campus more than others, and
at PC, Beckwith explained that Contini’s stance, you first have to get a second should because they are student leaders.”
Ironically, Kelly said that the num
work was primarily representational. opinion, even from another resident.
They included prints, etchings, and Then, without entering the room, secu ber of alcohol write-ups has noticeably
engravings. The show on display is non- rity is called to deal with the situation dropped this school year. This does not
necessarily mean that there is any less
representational. He has changed from from there,” he said.
By law, security officers are only al drinking on campus. Kelly said, “The
focusing on line and representation to the
abstract and emotion. Beckwith said one lowed to enter a student’s room with students here are smart...they’re getting
should “Let it [the paintings] affect your permission from the student. This is true smarter every year.”
Although marijuana write-ups have
abstract sense of emotion.” Oil is a new unless there is another disturbance in the
room,
like
a
fight.
If
permission
is
not
increased,
Kelly said that PC is not try
medium for Contini, but at least one
student felt he used the medium expertly. granted, a search warrant has to be ob ing to be any harder on the students. “I
Matta called Study ofBlue and White, tained before security can enter the room. just want everyone to graduate,” he said.
“The student can get arrested,” re “We care about the students and want to
“breathtaking.” She continued, “I would
love to have this painting on my minded Kelly. “It doesn’t happen very see them succeed, because once you get
bedroom wall. I could just look at it and often, but has happened before at PC in out of here it will just be about if you
years passed.”
can do the job. There won’t be any sec
fall asleep.”
Most of the time, students who are ond chances.”
All of Contini’s paintings are titled
vaguely, such as Study in Red, Blue, and written up for marijuana are referred to
Green, or Study in Red and Yellow.
Beckwith explained that the artist did this
because to each viewer the painting will
mean something different. The content
and emotion his work invoke are
abstract. Beckwith describes the
paintings as “a dialogue between the
abstract and the applied.”
Beckwith explained that now Contini
makes his living as a graphic and
THERE IS A PRESENTATION THAT CAN HELP!
computer designer, painting on the side
primarily for enjoyment. She noted that
it is interesting to see where Contini’s
fine arts ideas have gone during the time
that he as been in the world of applied
art. “For a teacher, it’s the most
wonderful thing to see,” she said of
Contini’s success. “Whatever you could
Join us in a panel discussion consisting of tutors and
wish to happen for your students, a lot
professors providing tips on succeeding in Civ.
of it seems to have happened for him,“
she said.

DO YOU NEED HELP IN
D.W.C.?

Succeeding In Civ.

—Natalie Forbes ’05

CORRECTIONS &
AMPLIFICATIONS

When: Tuesday, February 18th
Where: Moore Hall I
Two times to choose from: 2:30 p.m. or 6:00 p.m.

In the Feb.6 issue, the last name of Joe Rushworth, manager of the
Barnes and Noble/Providence College bookstore, was misspelled.
The Cowl regrets this error and apologizes to Mr. Rushworth.

Sponsored by the Office of Academic Services

Campus Calendarfor Feb. 14 to Feb. 20
Submit events at www.thecowl.com/main.cfm?include=calendar
or email thecowl@providence.edu

Friday

hursday
8 p.m.

7 p.m.
“The Seventh
Seal”, Friday Night
Film Series,
Feinstein 312

Grocery Bingo,
McPhail’s

8 p.m.
Waiting for Godot,
Blackfriars Theatre

8 p.m.
Valentine’s Day
Party, bar opens
at 4:30 p.m.,
McPhail’s

8 p.m.
Waiting for Godot,
Blackfriars Theatre

8 p.m.
Waiting for Godot,
Blackfriars Theatre

5 p.m.
Pre-game
basketball party,
McPhail’s

7:30 p.m.
Irish Literary
Anthologies
lecture, sponsored
by the English
Dept, and the
Gaelic Society,
Moore Hall III

8 p.m.
Irish Dance
Lessons,sponsored
by the Gaelic
Society, Feinstein
Function Room

8 p.m.
BOP Coffeehouse
N64 James Bond
Tournament,
McPhail’s

St. Patrick’s Day
T-Shirt contest
designs due, Student
Congress office

1 p.m.
Make your own
beaded necklace,
Lower Slavin

5 & 7 p.m.
Dining Etiquette
Dinner, sponsored
by PC Lead,
President’s
Dining Room

6:30 p.m.
Off-Broadway
Night, sponsored
by BOP,
McPhail’s
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Class of ’06 serves appreciation to Ray staff
By Stephanie Barkus ’05
News Staff

A campaign promise has been
fulfilled.
While it may not be something that
occurs too often, it’s exactly what took
place Tuesday, Feb. 11, 2003, when the
Class of 2006 honored the workers at
Raymond Cafeteria.
student This was the real
congress ization of part of the
platform that Matt
Weber ’06, President
of the Class of 2006, ran on during his
campaign for president.
“I’m fulfilling my campaign,” said
Weber. He said he came up with the idea
to do something for the workers, and
thought it would be good for his
platform. “I like to thank people for their
good work,” he said.
In appreciation of the workers, the
freshman class gave them cards,
chocolate roses, and pens with an
inscription that reads, “Thanks for Your
Dedication from the Class of 2006
Providence College.”
Before passing out the gifts, Weber
made a speech in front of the cafeteria
during lunchtime. “We wanted to make
it as public as possible,” he said.
The event was very informal, as lunch
was being served at the time. Most
students went on eating and talking
throughout the speech, though many
thought it was a nice gesture. “I thought
it was a really good idea. It’s too bad
more people didn’t listen to the speech.”
said Brad Freeman ’06, who was eating
in Ray during the speech. But, he felt
that “Matt made a good effort.”
Other students expressed their belief
that it was about time the students
honored the workers. “I think it’s a
fantastic idea,” said Pat Brown ’05. “In
all honesty, I don’t think we can show
them enough appreciation.”

The gifts came as a surprise to the
workers at Ray. David Miller, Director
of Dining Services, was approached by
Weber prior to the event, but said, “None
of the staff knew it was going to take
place.”
“It’s a big surprise,” said Weber
before making his speech. “They should
be happy.”
The workers were, in fact, happy
afterwards. “It was excellent,” said
Mary Lemieux, a worker at Raymond
Cafeteria. “It’s not often that someone
thinks of the help.”
Fran Cucino, who also works at Ray,
agreed that it was nice. “When Matt was
campaigning, he said he wanted to do
something for the cafeteria workers,” she
said. “I think all the cafeteria workers
appreciated what they did.”
“It was very nice to have the staff
recognized by the students they’re here
to serve,” said Miller.
Weber had originally hoped to hold a
luncheon for all the workers, but found
the plan wasn’t feasible. “It wouldn’t
have worked out with their schedules,”
he said. Instead, he came up with this
plan, which he started seriously working
on in the past couple of weeks.

"-------------------------When Matt was campaigning,
he said he wanted to do
something for the cafeteria
workers. I think all the
cafteria workers appreciated
what they did.
Fran Cucino

------------------------- "
He said that he might try and make
this an annual event. “We’re not
following precedent, we’re setting
precedent,” he said. To his knowledge,
it had not been done before.

CHARLES MENCEL ’05/The Cowl

Laurel Oberg ’04 waits as Florence Mazika prepares a box lunch.
Lemieux, who has worked at
Providence College for nearly 40 years,
confirmed this, saying, “It’s never been
done before. That’s why it’s so special.”
“It’s a great idea to give them some
recognition,” said Prescott White ’06,
who was in Ray following the speech.
This event was only one part of
Weber’s platform, which also included
organizing events and extending
visitation hours.
“He’s done the cafeteria thing, but not
parietals and ’06 events,” said White.
Weber said he did attempt to address
the visitation portion of the platform by
approaching Rev. J. Stuart McPhail, Vice
President for Student Services, about
possibly extending visitation on
Thursdays or having a weekend without
parietals, but he wasn’t receptive to the
idea.

“Obviously I came in as an idealistic
freshman not knowing the stiff social
structure of the school,” said Weber.
Freeman was impressed that Weber
fulfilled his promise. “I remember what
his platform was when he was running.
When I saw it, I knew it was unrealistic.
I knew it was a good thing to say to get
people to vote for him,” he said.
Though he acknowledged the success
of the cafeteria venture, White thought
Weber should focus more on events for
the Class of 2006. “Maybe he should
try to get us some ’06 events if he hasn’t
already,” he said.
In any case, Weber did complete one
part of the platform. “I think the lunch
ladies were affected in a positive way
and were touched by it,” he said. “In
that respect I think it was a complete
success.”

SECURITY TIPS #7
1. Be observant of the activity around you

2. Be cautious about displaying your valu

ables in public

Better Ingredients - Better Pizza
FASTER DELIVERY

3. Let friends or family know your night

activity when going out, so if you have to
be located someone would know where to
start looking.

The
DAY OF SILENCE
Project
April 9th, 2003
Contact SHEPARD, 865-1631, for more
information.
www.dayofsilence.org

Welcome Back Friars!
353-7774
Only
$5.99!!!
Large
Cheese
Pizza!

Free
Cinnapie

Get a
Free
Cinnapie
with the
purchase
of any
large
pizza at
regular
price

2
Large
for
$9.98

2 Large
Cheese
Pizzas

Pizza &
Wings

1 Large
Cheese
Pizza &
our
boneless
chicken
strips for
Only $9.99

Use any Ronzios or Domino’s coupon and get our great pizza.
We honor most competitor coupons
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Master plan revealed: PC to build
by

Jamie Chase ’04
News Staff

Ever wonder what Providence
College will look like in the next five or
10 years? According to Mark Rapoza,
the Director of Business and Strategy,
with the new master space plan “in the
first phase of completion” a visual model
of PC’s future is a
reality.
CAMPUS
Rapoza explains
NEWS that the PC campus
will see some major
changes within the next decade. Since
the master space plan for the College has
been presented and accepted by the
Board of Trustees and the Board of
Directors, “the College is in the next
mode, which means we are following up
the elements of the plan we need to act
on most immediately. It is these
elements that will cause the most definite
and direct changes in the upcoming
years,” he said.
If a student were to come back in
approximately five years, the first thing
that would strike him or her when pulling
into the Eaton Street gate is a drastically
altered lower campus. The first major
element that will receive attention,
according to Rapoza, is the new Center
for the Arts that will replace the current
tennis courts.

" -------------------------The immediacy of the
master space plan is focusing
on these two major elements,
the Center for the Arts
and a new residence hall
Mark Rapoza

--------------------------"
Walking past the new Center for the
Arts, the returning student would be
startled to realize the Fennell parking lot
has been transformed into a new quad
for students to study, play football, or just
relax on. Completing the quad will be a
new residence hall that is in the works
to be built across from Fennell Hall.
According to Rapoza, “the
immediacy of the master space plan is
focusing on these two major elements,
the Center for the Arts and a new
residence hall.” He went on to say that
the College is hoping to break ground
on these areas by June of this year.
Continuing on with the future PC
tour and crossing over Huxley Avenue,
the alumnus would see that Raymond
Cafeteria has been expanded and
updated. “If there is going to be a new
residence hall,” commented Rapoza,
“those students are going to need a place
to eat, so Raymond Cafeteria would have
to be expanded.”
If a new quad and a new residence
hall were not enough to shock a returning
graduate, the new, what Rapoza termed,
“athletic component” of the campus
most likely will. In and around the area
where Peterson and Alumni Hall sit will
see some major changes in the upcoming
years in order to establish an athletic
corner to the campus. Matthew Burrows
’04 agrees that changes need to be made

Courtesy SMMA / Hoskins Scott

Above: An artist’s rendition of the over-all campus master space plan. Lower campus includes a new residence hall
and the new Center for the Arts; Below-Right: The new track around Hendricken Field and the expanded parking
behind Slavin Center; Below-Left: parking is eliminated behind Harkins Hall and pedestrian area is expanded.
to the athletic facilities here. “I hope they
do something to make the gym nicer,”
said Burrows.
In order to establish this “athletic
component,” the first thing the College
will do “is bring up the machines from
the basement of Peterson to where the
Peterson sun deck now sits to give the
gym more life and make it more
aesthetically pleasing,” according to
Rapoza. Directly in front of Peterson,
which is currently the Peterson parking
lot, will be transformed into a new turf
field for both varsity and intramural use.
Directly behind Peterson, Hendricken
Field will be expanded to include a track
around the outer edges of the field. This,
as Rapoza explains, “will provide a safe
environment for runners on campus.”
But if the Fennell parking lot is
becoming a new quad and the parking
lot in front of Peterson is being turned
into a turf field to the new athletic

component, where does the returning
student park?
According to Rapoza, “we hope to
eliminate directly on campus the conflict
between man and machine. We hope to
accomplish this by relocating parking to
the outside of campus and making traffic
on campus a minimum.” Parking will
be expanded behind the library and by
the Slavin parking lot to accommodate
the space the college is taking over for
other purposes. Kathleen Lucas ’04
hopes this will not cause parking
problems for the students in the future.
Lucas said, “I suggest PC looks into
building a parking garage or a better
parking facility for students.”
All these changes will happen sooner
than one may think with the college
hoping to break ground for the new
Center for the Arts and the new residence
hall in June of this year. In March, the
full master space plan will be presented

Meet and Network
With Alumni!
As part of Alumni/ae
Homecoming Weekend,
alumni/ae from a variety
f geographic regions and
career fields will visit
campus to network with
you! Learn about...

Career Information
and Advice
Job and Internship
Strategies
Graduate and
Professional
School Tips

Saturday, February 22, 2003
1:00 to 3:00 p.m.
Slavin Center, Main Level
1:00p.m. Check-ln/Registration
1:20p.m. Key Note Speaker/lntroductions
1:30-3:00 p.m. Reception with Alumni/ae
Business Casual Attire Required

Student Advance Registration Preferred
RSVP to paula@providence. edu or call x1530.

..

to the city of Providence because, as
Rapoza, commented, “Providence
College must follow the appropriate
protocol in informing the city of changes
made to the campus because these
changes will have a direct affect on the
neighborhood around PC.”
The “Near Term Plan” that will
accommodate and make all these
changes happen within the next several
years is part of the overall master space
plan. But, the “Far Term Plan”,
according to Rapoza, “represents
possibilities for changes to the campus
in the far off future.” He went on to say,
“the master space plan is a living
document that is here to change with the
needs of the College in the future. It is
here to address the immediate space
issues, which one will see the results of
ir. the next few years, that is the Near
Term Plan, and to help the college plan
for the future, that is the Far Term Plan.”
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Trip to Iraq could be in the near future

continued from front page
Profit.”
He had anticipated a reduced
reporting role for the Globe in the Middle
East when he moved from his position
in Jerusalem as the Middle East bureau
chief to London as the European bureau
chief. But the terrorist attacks of Sept.
11 pulled him back in.
While he initially found it easy to
dismiss al Qaeda as “rank amateurs”
after the 1993 bombing, Charles Sennott
thought differently as he flew into
Afghanistan by helicopter on Sept. 24,
2001. Traveling and camping out with
the Northern Alliance, reporting on
horseback, was for Sennott “horrifying
and thrilling and a very challenging part
of reporting.”
He was in Northern Alliance barracks
when Allied bombing began on Oct. 7,
and from 75 yards away he witnessed
the Mazer-e-Sharif prison uprising in
which John Walker Lindh was captured
and CIA operative Mike Spann was
killed. “It was an amazing window on
war,” Sennott said, “Like watching war
in a bottle.”
Though a non-combatant, Sennott
viewed his action in Afghanistan as a sort
of patriotic service. “It was a
contribution I could make to the
responsibility all of us felt to do
something after 9/11.”
Despite such excitement, Sennott still
wants out of the risky, in-the-field
journalism that has characterized his
career. He and his wife Julie have four
children five years old and younger. “It
has been one hell of a ride being a
reporter in the Middle East from the first
Gulf War to this one,” he said. Sennott
expects the expected war with Iraq to be
“in a tragic way a bookend” to his
experience in the Middle East.
And Sennott sees this war as
inevitable. He does not expect Iraq to

Courtesy UMass Magazine Oinline

Sennott traveled with the Northern Alliance in Aghanistan in 2001.
live up to the spirit of the United Nations- of living in Jerusalem for five years and
mandated disarmament. He sees very his millennial-year pilgrimage through
few alternatives to war: a coup d’etat or Israel following the original steps of
exile of Saddam Hussein. “They’re a Jesus. With the pilgrimage as a backdrop
regime that lives on fear and they need for Sennott’s thoughts on the modernweapons for that,” he noted. Though day Israeli-Palestinian conflict, his
Sennott believes that Saddam is a brutal primary window on the conflict is
dictator and that “the world will be a through the Palestinian Christians.
“The Christian Arabs are often a
better place without him leading that
country,” he is not convinced that the forgotten component in the Middle East
U.S. approach to Iraq is as “measured equation. I hope that their story—and
and appropriate” as it was in the important role they have played in
Afghanistan. “He is a threat that can be the history of the Middle East—forces
contained,” said Sennott.
us to look at the issues in the Middle East
A bookend may be a particularly in a more complex light,” Sennott told
appropriate way to characterize this point The Cowl. Sennott wanted to get outside
in Charles Sennott’s career if Iraq should the traditional “clash of civilizations”
be his last in-the-field action. Though interpretation of the conflict. “[The
he plans to stay with the Globe as Christian Arabs’ story] prevents us from
European bureau chief, his name has reducing the issues there to the selfbeen mentioned more often in the last fulfilling dichotomy of Islam versus the
West, or Islam versus Judaism.” Instead,
year and a half as an author.
His 2001 book, The Body and the he approached the conflict on a more
Blood: The Holy Land’s Christians at the personal level, drawing on the
Turn of the Millennium, is the product friendships that he made among both

Palestinians and Israelis, which makes
the fighting “so much more personal and
troubling.”
Though he plans on yet another
personal look at war in the coming
months, Sennott is “determined” to make
it to Providence the third weekend in
May. He and Fr. Smith have tentatively
agreed that the Commencement Address
could run head-long into a war, but the
Globe is aware of his commitment. Also,
Sennott anticipates that the potential war
will not run so late into the spring
because of Allied military superiority
and unbearable desert temperatures.
Still, the unlikely is always possible,
Sennott said, “This is the Middle East.
And after 10 years of reporting there the
one truth I have come away with is that
it is a fool’s game to try to predict the
turn of events. You learn to just hold on
and hope you survive the ride.”
Sennott was on his way this week to
NATO headquarters in Brussels and then
Turkey.
This will be Sennott’s first
Commencement Address, though he has
lectured multiple times in higher
education settings. He also gave the
baccalaureate speech at Oberlin College
(Ohio) last May.
As for sneak previews of his address
to the Class of 2003 at the Dunkin’
Donuts Center, Sennott suggested that
he will reflect on nearly a decade of
reporting in the Middle East. Other than
that, Sennott is keeping tight-lipped.
“I’ll keep the speech a surprise in the
hopes of keeping everyone awake.”
Ann Manchester-Molak, Director of
College Events and chair of the
Commencement Speaker Selection
Committee, declined to comment on Mr.
Sennott’s selection. The College usually
announces the speaker along with the
honorary degree recipients later in the
semester. —With contributions from
Keith Carr '04
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Minus system revisited; grade inflation still lurks
By Keith Carr ’04
Asst. News Editor

Many students saw the
implementation of the new
grading system this past
semester as a threat to GPA
security. A new report by the
Office
of
Institutional
FACULTY & |R ese arc h
ACADEMICS | released at last
week’s
Faculty Sen
ate meeting addresses some of
those fears.
“Even with the institution of
minus grades, there has not been
much change from last year to
this year,” said Rev. Mark
Nowel, O.P., Dean of
Undergraduate
Studies,
referring to overall average
GPA. which has declined from
3.11 in 2001 to 3.08 in 2002, a
negligible change. The study
concluded that professors were
actively utilizing the minus
system—23.6% of all grades
were either an A-or a B-. 36.8%
of all grades issued were either
an A or an A-, an increase from
2001 when 32.2% of grades
issued were A’s. This appears
logical, as the number of B+
grades awarded also fell and the
number of B’s increased: in
effect, B+ grades were
cannibalized by A- or B grades.
How does this affect grade
inflation? According to Fr.
Nowel, “Grade inflation means
that grades are steadily rising,
but these statistics do not show
that.” For the most part this
appears to be the case—school
wide at least. At the individual
department levels, grade
distribution can vary greatly
from the school wide average.
For example, in Department of
Education, 60.8% of all grades
issued were an A, 20.3% were
an A- and 0.2% received less

than a C. This would mean that
in an education class of 20
students, 16.22 were “A”
students and, a mere 0.04
student (one out of 500
students) received less than a C.
However in the Department of
Chemistry, only 11.7% of
issued grades were an A, 8.1%
were an A- and 20.2% were less
than a C. This would mean that
in a chemistry class of 20
students, a mere 3.96 students
received an A or an A- and four
students received less than a C.

Trustees:

many students unfamiliar with Board

continued from front page
decided to go to a two-tiered
system.”
The main purpose of the
Corporation, as spelled out in
the bylaws of Providence Col
lege, Article Two, Section One,
is to “exercise general control
over the ownership of
property.. .authorize the execu
tion of...contracts...to elect
members of the Corporation
and
the
Board
of
Trustees...(and) to accept or
reject the recommendation for
election to the Presidency of the
College.”
The system works much like
the United States government.
Issues to be voted upon first go
to the Board of Trustees, where,
if approved, they are then sent
to the Corporation. If the Cor
poration approves the decision,
it will then be carried out. Like
the U.S. government, there is a
system of checks and balances,
where the Corporation has the
power to remove the College
President if he is not fulfilling
his duty.
“But the President doesn’t
approve or veto bills because he
is a member of the Corporation,
‘Ex Officio,”’ Fr. Keegan said.
“Ex Officio” means, according
to the by-laws, that the College
President (along with a few
other officials) is an automatic
member of the Corporation.
During the meetings, the

Fall 2002 Grade Distribution

Fall 2002 Grade Distribution

Graphic by KEITH CARR’04/The Cowl
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Above: Charts of data on grades recieved during the Fall 2002 semester as reported by the Office of Institutional Research.
Upper-Left: School Wide statistics for grades recieved; Bottom-Right: Grades recieved by students in the Dept, of Chemis
try; Upper-Left: Grades in Dev. of Western Civ, Bottom-Left: Grades recieved by students in Dept, of Education.

Board deliberates major college
issues, such as the recent pur
chase of the Valueland property.
Another issue of continual dis
cussion is the proposed per
forming arts center.
“We presented the plan to the
Board and asked if it was okay,”
Fr. Keegan said. After the plan
was approved, the College had
to determine, “How (do we) pay
for it? There are two ways that
you can go about paying for
something like the performing
arts center. The first is you can
wait until you have all the
money and then start building,
or build with the bond issue and
pay it off with the money we
raise for the arts center.”
In this case, PC chose the
latter, which means that the
College would “have to take on
a level of indebtedness, which
requires Board approval,” ex
plained Fr. Keegan.
Now that their role is slightly
more explicit, just who are these
mysterious members of the
Board? Twelve men and women
serve on the Corporation, but as
a rule, they also serve as mem
bers of the larger Board of
Trustees. For example, the
Bishop of the Diocese of Provi
dence, the President of the Col
lege, the Provincial of the Do
minican Province of St. Joseph,
and the Chair of the Board of
Trustees serve on both organi
zations.
Aside from the inclusion of

In the Development of Western
Civilization program—a series
of classes all students are
required to take—just 5% of
grades issued were an A, 6.2%
were an A- and 12.1% were less
than a C. This means that in the
average DWC class of 100
students, 11.2 students received
an A or an A-, 12.1 students
received less than a C.
There are great discrepancies
within individual departments.
There are three possible
explanations
for
these

the 12 men and women from
the Corporation, the Board of
Trustees has 21 exclusive
members. As mentioned pre
viously, one notable addition to
the Board was the famous nov
elist Mary Higgins Clark. Clark
was elected to the Board just
this past June. She received an
honorary Doctor of Humane
Letters degree from the College
in 1996.
“We are looking for people
who may have something to
offer the school,” Keegan said,
regarding the selection process
for the Board. In Clark’s case,
“She has an affinity for the
school,” meaning that because
she had accepted an honorary
degree from PC, she had a con
nection and sense of respect for
the College.
The practice of selecting
new members is done by the
Board Affairs Committee
(BAC). According to the By
laws, Article 5, Section 4, “The
Board Affairs Committee shall
consist of at least five (5) mem
bers appointed by the Chair of
the Board from among the
members of the Board, at least
two (2) of whom shall be Do
minican Friars.” In actuality,
the Board consists of 10 mem
bers.
“Whenever there is an open
ing on the Board of Trustees,
each member of the Board submits recommendations of
people who they think should

differences: some majors draw
more qualified students than
others, the departments have
different
standards
of
excellence, or some majors are
intrinsically more difficult than
others.
Fr. Nowel has urged the
faculty to examine the report
and compare their department’s
statistics to that of the rest of the
school. “I think the departments
need to look at this report and
ask themselves, ‘why is our
profile so different from the

be appointed to the vacancy,”
said Fr. Keegan.
The
recommender submits bio
graphical information, along
with a list of the person’s accom
plishments.
The next step in the process
is the BAC’s decision on who
should fill the vacancy. The
Corporation grants final ap
proval.
“The Board Affairs Commit
tee decides who it will appoint
based on two things,” Fr.
Keegan explained. “One is their
commitment to the College.
Two is their expertise in certain
fields. Each member of the
Board must also serve in differ
ent committees. We need people

school wide profile?’”
Students have already felt
the effects of the new minus
system. “I think it’s terrible, it
brought down my GPA one
quarter point and I worked just
as hard this semester,” said
Chris Nadham ’05. Another
student, Colm Ryan ’05,
admitted that under the new
system he had almost lost his
scholarship, “I am a little
biased. Fr. Nowel decided to be
nice to me otherwise I would
have lost my scholarship.”

who are proficient in finance to
serve on the Finance Commit
tee,” he said.
Board member Edward L.
Scanlon, the Vice Chair, brings
his experience as a retired Vice
President for NBC. His connec
tion to the school made it pos
sible for NBC News Anchor
Brian Williams to speak at last
year’s Commencement Cer
emony.
Fr. Keegan emphasized that
the wide range of professionals
serving on the Board allows for
a well-rounded decisions. “We
look for people who are of
prominence, who are success
ful, and who could be of service
to the College.”

General Exam Stress-Busting Tips
Believe in Yourself:

You wouldn’t have been gien a place on the course if
you didn’t have the ability to do it. Therefore, if you prepare for the exams
properly you should do fine, meaning that there is no need to worry excessively.

Don’t try to be Perfect:

It’s great to succeed and reach for the stars. But
keep things in balance. If you think that “anything less than A+ means I’ve
failed’’ then you are creating mountains of unccessary stress for yourself. Aim
to do your best but recognize that none of us can be perfect all of the time

Take Steps to Overcome Problems:

If you find you don’t understand
some of your course material, getting stressed out won’t help. Instead, take
action to address the problem directly by seeing your course tutor or getting help
from your class mates.

Don’t Keep Things Bottled Up:

Confiding in someone you trust and
who will be supportive is a great way of alleviating stress and worry.

Keep Things in Perspective: The exams might seem like the most
crucial thing right now, but in the grander scheme of your whole life they are
only a small part.

Brought to you by S.T.E.P. 1
and the International Stress Management Association
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Senior Giving: money to go towards new arts center
by Megan

Comerford ’06

News Staff

The days as college students are
numbered for the members of the Class
of 2003. As Commencement Day
approaches, the Alumni Association of
Providence College is
taking action to introduce
the seniors to their fast
approaching role as
alumni,
particularly
through the Senior Giving Program.
“The Senior Giving Program is
traditionally a fundraising initiative for
the College,” said Siobhan Martin,
Program Officer for the Alumni
Development Office. However, it is also
an integral part of establishing strong
alumni connections while providing the
graduating class with a chance to donate
a collective gift to Providence College.
Beginning next week, the Class of
2003 will have the opportunity to donate

money toward a Piano and Music
Laboratory, part of the prospective new
Center for the Arts here at Providence
College. Walker Sands ’03 expressed his
support of the Senior Gift choice, saying
“[Music majors] can’t really study the
arts in the fullest now...so [this gift] is
boosting their confidence.” Jessica
Nuzzelillo ’03 agreed. “It sounds like a
good idea.. .absolutely I’d donate.”
However, some students felt they
should have been included in selecting
the gift. “I think it’s a good idea so the
class can leave behind their mark,”
commented Justin Crusce ’03, “but
options would have been nice.” Heather
Carpenter ’03 said that “the students
should have been able to vote” and also
wished she had been better informed on
the Senior Giving Program.
This year, the Senior Giving Program
is operating on a new donating system.
Previously, seniors who opted to donate
to the gift would pay $70, billed over a

two-year period. Under this policy, the
donations were not received in fully until
two years after the pledges were made.
Students graduating this year who
wish to contribute can voluntarily
generate their donations, of any
monetary amount, from the remainder of
their Freshman Enrollment Fees. The
Freshman Enrollment Fee is a sum of
$400 paid by each student freshman year
to cover inconsequential costs such as
overdue library books or dormitory hall
fees. Donations are electronically
transferred, thus eliminating the hassle
of billing and allowing for the immediate
enrollment of the donor in the Alumni
Association.
Unlike years before, the current
seniors must reach a goal of $75,000 to
successfully obtain the naming rights for
the Piano and Music Laboratory. Both
Martin and Erin Cunningham ’02,
Program Officers for the Alumni
Development Office, hope that the use

of a target amount will help in the
fundraising endeavors of the Senior
Giving Program and serve as an initiative
for seniors to donate. “It’s something
they can work toward,” said Martin.
Though the Senior Gift has
traditionally been introduced in the fall,
it was postponed this year in order “to
sustain interest and excitement,”
according to Martin. “We have tried to
give the program a few more bells and
whistles,” said Martin, such as senior
class t-shirts and raffles for the donors.
Next Wednesday, Feb. 19, there will
be a Kickoff Party in McPhail’s for the
Class of 2003, complete with music and
food, to introduce the seniors to the
Senior Giving Program. “It really is a
vital project,” expressed Martin. Seniors
can expect invitations via e-mail.

Extra! Extra! Extra!
The Cowl News Section is hiring.
Pick up an application
in Slavin 104.

Advertising
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NO WONDER PEOPLE THINK

LOUIS ARMSTRONG
WAS THE FIRST MAN TO
WALK ON THE MOON.

Jr’s a long way from the Apollo

the trumpet was as a guest in a

Theatre to the Apollo program.

correctional home for wayward

And while his playing may have

boys. If only today's schools were

been “as lofty' as a moon flight"

as enlightened and informed as

as Time magazine once suggested,

that reformatory was.

that would be as close as Louis

Alas, the arts are dismissed as

Daniel Armstrong would ever get

extravagant in today’s schools.

to taking “one small step for man.”

This, despite all the studies that

But as the jazz musician of the

show parents believe music and

20th century, giant

dance and art and drama make

leaps were simply a matter ofcourse for

their children much better students and better people.

Satchmo. For no one has ever embodied

If you feel like your kids aren't

the art form the way he did. It was he

getting their fair share, make

who helped make virtuoso solos a part

some noise. To find out how,

of the vocabulary. It was he who was honored with

or for more information about

the title “American goodwill ambassador” by the State

the benefits of arts education,

Department It was he who was the last jazz musician

please visit us on the web at

to hit #1 on the Billboard pop chart.

AmericansForTheArts.org. Just like the great Louis

Not bad for a kid whose first experience with

Armstrong, all you need is a little brass.
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U.S.: Videotape ties bin
Laden with Iraq

Columbia crash still
under investigation
said Michael Kostelnik, head of NASA’s
shuttle and space station programs.
NASA said that it has also found the
cover of one of the two landing gear
compartments, another potentially criti
cal piece because a temperature surge
inside the left wheel well was the first
sign of trouble. But officials do not yet
know whether it is from the right or left
side of the shuttle.
The pieces of the shuttle collected
since the crash were shipped to Kennedy
Space Center in Florida on Tuesday
where officials will continue investiga
tions until the cause of the crash is dis
covered.
“There is no favored theory,” NASA
chief Sean O’Keefe said of the Colum
bia investigation. “There is no preferred
or optimal or considered-more-likely or
more probable consequence or cause that
we see that is developing at this stage.
Everything is on the table.”

By Jennifer Ricciardi ’03
World Staff

A voice that is believed to be Osama bin Laden claims a connection with
Iraq while Hussein’s officials have denied any partnership.
by Jay

Higgins ’03

World Editor

Senior Bush administration officials
intensified the effort to make the case
for military action against Saddam
Hussein on Feb. 12, with testimony by
Secretary of State Colin L. Powell and
Director of Central Intelligence, George
J. Tenet, linking Iraq and al Qaeda.
Mr. Powell seized on a new audio
tape believed to be of Osama bin Laden,
urging Muslims to help Baghdad defend
itself against an American attack, as evi
dence that the al Qaeda leader was "in
partnership with Iraq."
Earlier on Tuesday, Powell who
broke the news’about the tape several
hours before the broadcast, said, "You
will be seeing as this day unfolds where

once again he speaks to the people of
Iraq and talks about their struggle and
how he is in partnership with Iraq."
He added, "This nexus between ter
rorists and states that are developing
weapons of mass destruction can no
longer be looked away from and ig
nored."
The people of Iraq have yet to see the
video tape due to the fact that Iraqis do
not have satellite dishes. In an interview
Wednesday with the Lebanese Broad
casting Corp., Iraqi Vice President Taha
Yassin Ramadan denied his country has
any links with al-Qaeda or has sheltered
any members of bin Laden's group. He
claimed the United States was using the
al-Qaeda allegation as a pretext for war.
Despite these claims, the video has a

NASA officials said on Monday they
have identified part of shuttle
Columbia’s left wing, a critical discov
ery because that is where heat spiked just
before the spacecraft disintegrated on
Feb. 1, killing all seven astronauts
aboard.
The two foot long wing fragment,
found last week, is identified as being
from the front edge of the left wing,
which may have suffered damage dur
ing liftoff that caused the shuttle to rip
apart during re-entry 16 days later.
This was one of 12,000 pieces of the
spacecraft that have been collected. It
had reportedly been coated with a dense
material known as reinforced carbon,
which is designed to provide the best
protection against the most intense heat
that shuttles encounter during reentry.
“I think they have identified that they
have at least one piece of the left wing,” Sources: CNN, Boston Globe

strong message to the country of Iraq.
The tape quotes an alleged bin Laden
urging an urban war, saying, "the thing
that the enemy fears the most is to fight
a city war” because the United States is
afraid of suffering "big casualties."
"We stress the importance of martyr
dom operations (suicide attacks) against
the enemy; these attacks that have scared
Americans and Israelis like never be
fore," the man identified as bin Laden
said.
While many European countries are
still not convinced of Iraqi and al Qaeda
ties, Powell claims the union is evident.
Mr. Powell’s spokesman, Richard A.
Boucher, said the tape had confirmed
"that bin Laden and Saddam Hussein
seem to find common ground" and that

"It comes to us from credible and reli
able sources."
The U.S. position will change little
in response to the tape. The commander
of U.S. forces in Afghanistan said the
taped threats would not affect efforts to
track down al-Qaeda remnants there. Lt.
Gen. Dan McNeill also said he saw no
reason to change security at Bagram Air
Base, the headquarters for troops in Af
ghanistan.
"We are winning this thing and we
are going to win it and whatever he might
want to utter on tape causes me no great
concern." McNeill said.
Sources: CNN, AP

www.thecowl.com

Terror alert in U.S. elevated to “severe”
by

Saraii Long ’04
World Editor

The Bush administration raised the
nation’s terror alert from ‘elevated’ to
‘severe’ last Friday. The CIA has picked
up “chatter” from electronic intercepts
that indicate that an Al-Qaeda attack on
U.S. soil is imminent.
U.S. officials believe that Al-Qaeda
will most likely target Jewish-owned
businesses or ‘soft targets,’ meaning ho
tels or apartments. One recent Al-Qaeda
attack includes the bombing of a resort
in Bali, Indonesia. Another was the at
tack in Mombasa, Kenya, which Israe
lis frequently visit.
FBI officials have phoned rabbis and
have warned them of the threat at Jew
ish religious services, hospitals, hotels,
and community centers.
Director of the Jewish Anti-Defama
tion League Abraham Foxman said,
“Whenever the country goes on high
alert, Jewish interests are seen as the
softer target.”
America is not the only country with
suspicions. German officials believe
that Palestinian Abu Moussab AlZarqawi, who the Bush Administration
claims is the link between al-Qaeda and
Iraq, has been encouraging Europeans to
attack Jews.
Others claim that this high alert is no

AP

U.S. officials told the American public, “In the days ahead, take some
time to prepare for emergencies.”
different from others since September
11. The last time the U.S. went on high
alert was Sept. 10, 2002, which was a
day before the one-year anniversary.
The threat was lowered two weeks later.
Still, officials say that the intelligence
is specific and comes from a variety of

sources. Also, the timing coincides with
the possible war in Iraq and as well as
the end of Haaj, which is the annual Mus
lim pilgrimage to Mecca.
How America has contributed to the
tenor threat is debated by U.S. politi
cians. House Representative Peter King

(R-NY) said, “Even though we’re sup
posed to know that we should be alert,
we’ve also been watching ‘Joe Million
aire' and ‘Bachelorette.' Too many of
us have fallen back.”
Others in Congress say that the cause
of the heighten alert is US militarism.
Dennis Kucinich (D-Ohio) said, “This
march to war, far from making our na
tion more secure, has raised the threat to
Americans.”
So, is there anything that the public
should do in response? Attorney Gen
eral John Ashcroft said, “If you observe
suspicious activity, I encourage you to
contact your local FBI office or your lo
cal police and try to report such activ
ity.”
He also said, “We are not recommend
ing that events be cancelled, nor should
people change their travel or work
plans.”
Even so, Secretary of Homeland Se
curity Tom Ridge said, “In the days
ahead, take some time to prepare for
emergencies.” He encourages people to
visit the website of the Federal Emer
gency
Management
Agency,
www.fema.gov. Visitors can download
a leaflet that gives advise on how to pre
pare for an attack.
Sources: CNN, Newsweek, Federal
Emergency Management Agency, ITV

World
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It happened

Tuesday

Wednesday

Dude, you’re getting busted

Kerry still plans to run in 2004

Benjamin Curtis, better known as the "Dell Dude” from
the computer company's television commercials, was
arrested while he allegedly attempted to buy marijuana
on Manhattan's Lower East Side. Curtis was arrested at
11:30 p.m. Sunday on the corner of Ludlow and
Rivington streets and charged with criminal possession
of marijuana when an officer observed him making the
purchase, said a police spokesman. Police said he was
buying "a small bag" and was not being charged with
intent to distribute.

Sikh activist sentenced
A Sikh activist. Inderjit Singh Revat, was jailed for five
years on Monday after becoming the first person to ad
mit guilt in the 1985 bombing of Air India Flight 182,
the world's deadliest act of aviation sabotage before Sept.
11,2001. He pleaded gui lty to manslaughter in the 1985
attack, admitting he had helped acquire materials used
to make the bomb. Prosecutors said Reyat did not know
who made the bomb and thought the equipment would
be used to make bombs for use in India and not to down
a commercial airliner. All 329 people aboard Flight 182
were killed when the Boeing 747 crashed off the Atlan
tic coast of Ireland on June 23. 1985.

Sen. John Kerry successfully
underwent surgery Wednesday
to treat an early form of pros
tate cancer, his doctor reported,
saying that "everything went
well" and that the Democratic
presidential hopeful can leave
the hospital in a few days.
Kerry will not require follow
up radiation treatment and
should be able to get on with
his presidential campaign very
soon. The 59-year-old Kerry,
who disclosed Tuesday that he
had prostate cancer, vowed to
return to work within a matter of days and said the diag
nosis would not derail his campaign for the Democratic
nomination.

What is your reaction
to the possibility of a
North Korea missile
attack on the United
States?

Sorenstam-Tiger matchup in the future?

Annika Sorenstam has de
cided to tee it up against the
men, accepting an invita
tion to play in the Colonial
in May. She would be the
first woman in 58 years to
compete on the PGA Tour.
"Annika's accomplish
ments show that she is cer
tainly deserving," tourna
ment chairman Dee Finley
said Wednesday.

“Technology and time means
regimes like North Korea will
increasingly have the ability to
strike at the United States.”
Ari Fleischer
White House Spokesman

Weekly Spotlight
James “Whitey” Bulger
Why he’s our spotlight: Bulger is one of the FBI's "10 Most Wanted." He was
recently spotted in Britain.

What he is accused of: He is wanted in connection with 18 murders and is ac
cused of leading a criminal organization involved in extortion and drug dealing
in and around Boston. He has since been indicted on additional charges related to
18 murders. The FBI is offering a $l-million reward for information leading
directly to his arrest.

flight-tested.”

Last seen: Bulger fled the United States in 1995 just before he was indicted on
racketeering and extortion charges.

Lowell Jacoby
Director of the Defense Intelligence
Agency

Why Bulger’s in the news: In a scene in the movie Hannibal, which stars actor
Anthony Hopkins, a detective hunting for the fictional serial killer Dr. Hannibal
Lecter, scans the FBI's most wanted list on the Internet and flips past Bulger's
image. A businessman watching the movie in the theater recognized Bulger and
later looked up Bulger on the Web site and contacted the bureau in Washington,
London police said. The businessman told detectives he also had seen Bulger at a
London hotel gym in 1994, but had not spoken to him on either occasion.

Chicken and rooster tie the knot
the knot in a ceremony that also featured
miniature poodles, rabbits and cats. “We
want to show that humans aren't the only
ones who can find love on Valentine’s
Day,” said one of the event’s organiz
ers.

This past week, a large wedding was
staged for Gai and Gook. Gai is a
chicken and Gook is a rooster— who
came decked out in a red bow-tie. They
were part of a mass pet wedding that took
place in Bangkok in the week leading
up to Valentine’s Day. Hundreds of spec
tators turned out to see Gook and Gai tie

“We are doing everything we
can to persuade the Chinese that
the problem in North Korea is
not just a problem between
North and the United States. It
is between North Korea and the
region and North Korea and the
world.”
Colin Powell
Secretary of the State
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North Korea has missiles capable of hitting U.S.
Threat leaves America wondering what Bush's top priority is
by

Jay Higgins ’03
World Editor

While testifying at a Senate commit
tee hearing in Washington, D.C. CIA Di
rector George Tenet was asked whether
North Korea had a ballistic missile ca
pable of reaching the U.S. West Coast.
Unfortunatly for the U.S., the answer
was “Yes.”
The North Korean missile is a threestage version of the Taepo Dong 2, said
Vice Adm. Lowell Jacoby, Director of
the Defense Intelligence Agency. It has
not been flight-tested, Jacoby said, leav
ing some questions about North Korea's
capability to successfully launch the
missile.
The estimate is not new— it was laid
out in an unclassified CIA document in
December 2001— but Tenet is the most
senior U.S. official to say so publicly.

The 2001 report said North Korea's
Taepo Dong 2 missile may be capable
of hitting the West Coast of the United
States, as well Alaska and Hawaii.
The revelation came shortly after the
United Nations nuclear watchdog
agency declared North Korea in breach
of international nuclear agreements and
sent the issue to the U.N. Security Coun
cil.
The International Atomic Energy
Agency's 35-nation executive board
voted 31-0 to cite Pyongyang for being
in breach of U.N. safeguards. Two coun
tries, Russia and Cuba, abstained.
White House spokesman Ari
Fleischer said he was unfamiliar with the
testimony but said, “Technology and
time means regimes like North Korea
will increasingly have the ability to strike
at the United States.”
He said that is why President Bush
supports building an anti-missile shield.

I think the declassified answer,
is yes, they can do that.
George Tenet
CIA Director

-------- „
“We do have concerns ... about North
Korea's missile development programs,”
Fleischer told reporters.
The latest information has Bush’s crit
ics wondering where his priorities are.
Who poses a greater threat— North Ko
rea or Iraq? Baghdad does not possess
weapons that can strike America, offi
cials have said.
“They are both important priorities,”
Fleischer said. “The question is, what are
the means best used to deal with each

Google

priority.”
He said diplomacy has failed to curb
Saddam Hussein's weapons of mass de
struction program for more than a de
cade, thus Bush made military action a
front-and-center option. “That's not the
case with North Korea,” Fleischer said,
saying Bush believes diplomatic pres
sure can contain North Korea.

Sources: CNN, ABC News

Boston halts affirmative action program

WE GAINED WEIGHT

We’ve added over 250,000 brand new scholarships

and revamped our entire site to give you
more accurate search results!

Boston.com

Menino has received criticism
for his new affirmative action
policy in Boston.
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Boston Mayor Thomas Menino has
abolished a city program which gives
preference to minority and women busi
ness owners in the awarding city con
tracts. Under the Minority and Women
Business Enterprise program (MB WE)
the city had required firms with city
contracts to subcontract a certain per
centage of their work to minority-and
women-owned businesses. Menino re
cently issued an executive order speci
fying that “small and local-owned busi
nesses” be given contracting references
from now on. Although a court appeal
is pending it is generally considered to
have little chance of success.
In a statement released last week,
the mayor said, “It’s unfortunate that
in cities across the country programs
similar to Boston’s MWBE program are
being struck down... but I am proud

that our mission of encouraging busi
ness development will continue through
our new Small and Local Enterprise
Program.” Menino’s decision on the
often-disputed issue of affirmative ac
tion has already drawn criticism from
minorities who stress the importance of
programs like MBWE. They say that
without such programs it will be more
difficult for minority and women busi
ness owners to acquire technical knowl
edge and business connections essen
tial for success. City Councilor Charles
C. Yancey is one political leader who
disagrees with the mayor: “It’s prema
ture for the administration to abandon
the city’s commitment to assuring that
all people can participate on a level
playing field— particularly in light of
the horrendous disparities in prime con
tracting based on race and gender.”
There are, however, those who ap
plaud Menino on the assertion that the
new program will assist many of the
same business owners as the old one.
Brooke Woodson, former director of the
MWBE program and head of the new
program, estimates that 90 to 95 per
cent of the 1000 businesses in Boston
owned by women or minorities will be
eligible under the new plan based on
their size or location.
Menino’s decision comes as affir
mative action policies are being chal
lenged both locally and nationally. The
Massachusetts Institute of Technology
recently declared two summer pro
grams which had previously been minorities-only open to all students. The
city of Boston is in court this week in a
lawsuit claiming student placement
policy in public schools is illegally us
ing race as a factor. And the US Su
preme Court is preparing to rule on the
legality of the University of Michigan’s
Admission Program.
Sources: AP, Boston Globe.
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Valueland buy blurs focus on strategic plan
by

Mike Raia ’05

Asst. Commentary Editor

In 1999, Providence College set a
goal to raise the institution’s reputation
to an equal level with nationallyrenowned Catholic liberal arts colleges
such as Georgetown University, Boston
. College,
the
STRATEGIC University of Notre
PLAN Dame and the
College of the Holy
Cross. The strategic plan aimed for all
52 goals to be accomplished by 2005;
however, the initial plan, which has
virtually fallen off the radar of the
Faculty Senate’s agenda, was too broad
in its definition of excellence. Now the
College must ask itself, in this growing
day of competition, whether to reach for
academic distinction or athletic
excellence. After finally securing the
purchase of the vacant Valueland
property on Smith Street a mile from the
main campus, the strategic plan appears
to be accelerating toward the goal of
athletic excellence at the expense of
future academic prowess.
Providence College has only one
national sports team—men’s basketball.
(I understand that ice hockey, track and
cross-country are perennial threats, but
these sports fail to generate the publicity
that basketball does.) The tenants of the
future training facilities, however, will
not be the basketball team, as they
already have a practice court on the main
campus. Rather, the soccer and lacrosse
(and possibly club rugby) teams will
likely occupy the newly-acquired lands;
thus the College is effectively giving new
space to avenues which would only
recruit a minimal number of students.
While the College has a responsibility
to aim for championship banners, the

$1.2-million property and the additional
construction fees would go further
toward the College’s goal of national
(and even international) appeal through
academic and broader student
advancements as was seen with the
revolution at Holy Cross.

"-------------------------The Development of Western
Civilization program, which PC
students love to hate, is a
promising base for this renewal
of academic excellence.

--------------------------"
Roughly a decade ago, the three
premiere New England Catholic colleges
(PC, BC and Holy Cross) faced a
questioning point: athletic glory or
academic excellence? BC, though still
highly touted as a strong academic
school, pledged to expand its athletic
program and became a more nationallyrecognized name in Division I football
and basketball. Holy Cross took the other
path and joined the Patriot League
(Division I-AA) so that they could use
their resources to focus attention on
academics. PC, on the other hand, could
not make up its mind. The College set
no clear focus and aimed to erase the
reputation of being a “safety net” for
students rejected by BC while also
striving to become a national mainstay
in men’s basketball, the only possible
venue for wide-spread athletic fame.
Providence College cannot become
a “jock school” with only basketball
bringing money into the program. It can,
though, expand its academic appeal to
students across the nation. The
Development of Western Civilization

JOHN ENGLISHMEN ’03/The Cowl

The vacant Valueland property was recently purchased by Providence
College and would be used for practice facilities for various PC teams.
program, which PC students love to hate,
is a promising base for this renewal of
academic excellence. It has its flaws, as
all programs inherently do, but with
research, consulting and open-ended
feedback from students and faculty, the
program can become the center of the
academic revolution and ultimately draw
the attention of prospective students
interested in pursuing an extensive
liberal arts education.
The Valueland property would be
perfect for this revolution. The “space
crunch” at PC forces students into
overcrowded dorms and cramped
classrooms (specifically in intro-level
classes). The Valueland lot offers the
College community 3.8 acres of new
land for additional dormitories, added
study space (how about putting the
proposed “E-brary” on “Smith Street
Campus”?) and the potential for an
aesthetic campus look—a marketing
ploy the College could use to attract

more and better students.
Providence College set high goals
with its strategic plan. These goals,
though lofty, are within reach. It is not
unrealistic to say that the men’s
basketball program will take off in the
coming years (although the men’s recent
performance has been lackluster) or that
both hockey teams will make a run for a
national championship. However, it is
unrealistic to assume that the Providence
College athletics program will ever be
as highly regarded as those of Boston
College or Notre Dame simply because
PC does not have the nationally popular
attraction of football (and continues to
abandon other popular sports). PC can,
though, join those schools in their
academic tradition but has tarnished the
reality of this goal by setting aside the
recently-purchased Valueland property
for a limited number of student-athletes
rather than the all-encompassing good
of the Providence College community.

Parietals preventing more than penetration
by

"

Caitlin Ford ’05

Commentary Staff

The Providence College Visitation
Policy is one of few of its kind among
the Catholic colleges and universities in
the nation. While as a Catholic
institution of higher education PC has a
responsibility to
VISITATION uphold the morals of
that faith and protect
the
students,
“parietals” are not necessarily the way
to accomplish this. Many of the Catholic
schools that rank among PC’s
competitors, mostly Jesuit institutions,
assert that premarital sexual activity is
intolerable and punishable within the
college or university, while still
maintaining freedom for the students to
come and go as they please.
Furthermore, just because students are
forced to exhibit a certain behavior does
not mean that they accept the morality
that conduct appears to support.
At Boston College the Community
Standards state, “Sexual union outside
the bonds of matrimony may be subject
to sanction as conduct unbecoming a
Boston College student.” This statement
discourages sexual activity among the
student body, but says nothing about
having guests of the opposite sex. It
fulfills the Jesuit community’s duty to
advocate the teachings of the Catholic
Church without infringing on the social
interactions that are a major benefit in a
co-ed college.
St. Joseph’s University in
Philadelphia declares a similar
disapproval in its Sexual Activity Policy.
It states, “Non-marital sexual
intercourse, on campus at anytime, is

St. Joseph’s University warns
that if caught in violation of the
“No Penetration” Rule,
participants could face sanction
or counseling.

------------------ ----- „
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McVinney Hall has traditionally been the site of heroic efforts to surmount
the restrictions visitation hours place on the social lives of freshmen women.
behavior unacceptable to the
University,” and warns that if caught in
violation of the “No Penetration” Rule,
participants could face sanction or
counseling. However, the administration
there does not further prohibit visitation
of members of opposite sexes. Instead,
“the University does not encourage
overnight guests with members of the
opposite sex in the same room for social
purposes, but does recognize the need
for not restricting opportunities for
studying.”
This policy seems much more logical
than PC’s, especially for the time
surrounding finals when many groups of
students would study all night if possible.
Furthermore, the policy at St. Joseph’s,
like that at Boston College and many
other schools, is a sufficient method for
deterring the unwanted behavior as much

as is possible. The Visitation Policy at
Providence College, which forbids
visitors to a bedroom occupied by the
opposite sex after midnight on
weeknights and 2 a.m. on weekends,
does little more to discourage premarital
sexual activity than the non-intrusive
guidelines of its fellow Catholic colleges
and universities.
PC’s policy seems unnecessary in
comparison to those of other leading
Catholic institutions, and it also does not
prove that the morality the
administration would like to establish is
actually present. If students do not have
a choice in whether or not they can have
members of the opposite sex in their
room, then there is not a chance for them
to exercise their own conscience and
reach their own conclusions about the
morality of their choices. Additionally,

students see breaking of parietals not as
morally wrong, but wrong because it is
breaking a rule of the administration.
While this in itself may preclude the
sexual activity that the administration
deems unacceptable activity on campus
in accordance with Catholic principles,
it does not involve the moral teaching
that will prevent it in the future and
therefore does not necessarily include the
correct reasoning.
The policy at PC is aimed not only to
prevent premarital sex but to also
prohibit cohabitation in general, which
is not a sin according to Catholic
doctrine. However, some restriction is
necessary. So instead of regulating
visitation between students of opposite
sexes at night, the school may be able to
enforce the church’s morals and remain
in the good graces of its students by
accepting a more liberal policy. Part of
the job of the RA’s could be to check for
such sexual activity, and a regulation
mandating that students open the door
for an RA could be included in the
Student Handbook. The same strict
penalties in effect for parietals now could
also carry over for those caught in the
act under a new policy.
The Visitation Policy at Providence
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Congress must overcome
irrelevence in time of change
Providence College is on the verge of its greatest changes of the last 20 years.
A new, $17-million Center for the Arts planned for lower campus will break
ground shortly, barring a lack of funding. With a “master space plan” (that
should cost $5 million for athletics facilities alone) in the works, some areas of
campus may be indistinguishable to graduating seniors in a short, exciting five
years of construction. Phillips Memorial Library is in the intense planning phases
of a major renovation and possible reconception. It seems as though open fora
are held weekly seeking input from the College community.
And Student Congress is discussing laundry facilities.
Is Student Congress marginalized through lack of attention and power? Or
does Student Congress lack imagination and marginalize itself, preoccupied with
perpetual and harmless student life issues?
To be fair, Congress faces a degree of marginalization. Its power is limited
and non-binding at best. The College administration does not exactly refer
legislation to them for approval. Congress elections usually face a lack of
candidates. Students hardly vote and are generally apathetic when it comes to
political participation.
These circumstances mean that a reactive Congress is an irrelevant Congress.
Congress chooses not to get involved, not to rise to the occasion and make some
noise. When Congress addressed library renovations last semester, it submitted
a wish list for consideration. Meanwhile, the Faculty Senate, Congress’s
theoretically complementary body, has a committee dedicated to realizing the
faculty's concerns in the library blueprints. It is involved in discussions with
the architects and the administration.
And Student Congress is discussing cafeteria prices.
It could be different. Student Congress could be just as involved as the Faculty
Senate. Reportedly, Congress will be spearheading the proposed honor code on
behalf of the students. Congress does not have to stop there. It could deliberate
and pass resolutions at each stage of the planning processes, demanding serious
consideration and recognition. It could fight for the students’ interests and
opinions on issues of great importance to Providence College. The administration
may or may not listen, but Congress would not be blamed for not trying.
This will take strong leadership from the top. Quality political leadership is
more difficult than keeping a finger in the air, feeling for the shifting winds of
popular opinion. Often times, the greatest leaders in history have been those
with creative visions, willing to get out ahead of their flocks. A directionless
Congress will not excite a student body to participation and action, but an
energized and focused Congress has better prospects.
Student Congress’s best chance for positive change, internally and externally,
is in the upcoming executive board elections, which are slated for March 5.
Quality, fresh leadership is imperative for an active Congress. Students should
be on the lookout for a Student Body President not content with the easier path.
They should also demand and participate in a serious and quality campaign with
developed issues. However, if Congress’s traditional, abbreviated, and hollow
campaign sees another year, low voter turnout and ineffective leadership are the
likely results.
Providence College’s growing changes and excellence will need a matching
student leadership up for the challenge. Is the 54th Congress prepared?
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Tangents and Tirades
Looking forward to your three-day weekend?
We are too, but don’t get too caught up in the excitement
and lose all touch with reality. Read this week’s Tangents
before starting that much-deserved 72-hour nap.
Musical skill twice as important, worth half Since the arbitrary attribution of
credit-weight to individual courses is not really related to time spent in a classroom
(think of colloquiums and internships), then it must be somehow related to work
load and/or educational value. If either one of these options is the case then the
absurdity of assigning only 1.5 credits to private music lessons is extremely clear.
As far as workload goes, you cannot convince me that the amount of time it takes to
really make progress with a musical instrument is any less than (or even close to)
the amount of time it takes to study some asinine vocabulary words for Intro to
Management or some other free elective that I, as a senior, might take as a blow-off
class. In order to even pass a private lessons class, you have to make some progress
and this means a lot of practice time. And as far as educational value goes, there is
really no comparison between the gains received from learning how to play an
instrument and the gains received from some other free elective that a student has
no real interest in. Learning how to play a musical instrument can have a profound
and permanent effect on a person’s life. PC should encourage students in this regard
by making private music lessons full, three-credit courses that can count as a fifth
class. —John McHugh ’03

Mr. Gun is Your Friend Libertarians are being taken to task for passing out guns
to elementary school children in East Harlem—toy guns, that is. Toy guns are an
outlawed item because there have been several accidental shootings due to the life
like appearance of the toy models. While this may seem a little bit ridiculous—
after all, who didn’t have a Super Soaker as a child?—the Libertarians are acting in
poor taste. As inane as forbidding toy guns may seem, it is for the protection of
innocent people who have been needlessly killed. It appears to be in everyone’s
best interest to suck it up and move on. —Stephanie Pietros ’04

Washington Nobodies
Baseball spring training started on Monday with the
arrival of pitchers and catchers. Within the next weeks, talk of early contenders will
spark. Red Sox fans will think (if only for a short while) that they actually can beat
“The Curse.” The Yankees will begin to plan for another World Series (and one can
only hope those plans somehow tragically end). Even in second-tier cities such as
Tampa, the hype of baseball is exciting the Devil Rays’ 22 fans. However,
Washington, D.C. is still without a team for the 31st consecutive season. Ponder
that for one moment: The National Pastime is not played in the Nation’s Capital.
Come this time next year, I hope to be writing about the Senators’ spring training
chances as the former Montreal Expos prep for their inaugural season at RFK
Stadium. —Mike Raia ’05
Pope positive on Potter
Last week, the Vatican officially voiced its approval
of the popular Harry Potter series. Spokesman Rev. Don Peter Fleetwood said that
he saw no problems with the books, despite their use of witchcraft and magic.
According to Fleetwood, the fantasy elements in the stories are typical of childhood
imagination and are merely a vehicle for the important themes of good vs. evil.
Hopefully, the books will introduce young readers to even more masterful a’uthors
of the fantasy genre, such as theologian C. S. Lewis, creator of The Chronicles of
Narnia, and Madeleine L’Engle, author of A Wrinkle in Time and several other
books about the time-traveling Murray family. These classics use fantasy and magic
to depict the struggle of good forces against evil with overt Christian themes. The
Harry Potter books are fun, but pale in comparison with these amazing and
challenging classics of young adult literature. —Erin Simmeth ’03
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Busyness tops intellectual pursuits at PC
by

Erin Simmeth ’03

Commentary Editor

Here’s a suggestion for the 53rd
Providence College Student Congress:
how about addressing the growing
culture of anti-intellectualism plaguing
our student body.
COLLEGE :
A recent article
LIFE published in the
Christian Science
Monitor and brought to the attention of
the Faculty Senate by Professor of
Management Dr. Tom King addressed
this problem, identifying an essential
lack of interest in intellectual pursuits for
their own sake among today’s college
students. The author, Monitor staff writer
Mark Clayton, finds the source of this
trend in both long-standing cultural
values and more incidental issues such
as the necessity of a strong athletic
program to familiarize the public with a
university.
This trend exists even at “elite”
schools such as Princeton University,
where the Undergraduate University
Council has written an open letter to the
administration asking for an
“investigation into what has weakened
intellectualism on campus,” according to
Clayton’s article. Somehow, I don’t see
this becoming a major topic of
discussion for our own Student
Congress.
The true “intellectual” is a wonder
ful but rare find at PC. Our students tend
to define themselves according to a dia
lectic between two states: 1 would like
to call them the “party-hearty
boozehound” and the “greedy grade
grubber.” Most of us each have a little
bit of this student inside us. Monday

through Thursday, the plywood carrels
in Phillips Memorial Library are crawl
ing with ambitious students pursuing the
elusive (or not-so-elusive) “A.” Those
same students, however, would not be
caught dead cracking a book before 7
p.m. Sunday night once the weekends
commence.
It’s not that we don’t study. The great
majority of PC’s students are hard-work
ing and ambitious. The problem lies not
in a general lack of motivation but in the
fact that, overall, our student body seems
to be without a genuine desire for knowl
edge itself. Their education here is a
means to an end: namely, a good job and
a comfortable lifestyle. Thus, their stud
ies are too often no more than the neces
sary means to winning the grades re
quired for entry into the next level of
their chosen reality.

Naturally, one of the most
important activities on a Friar’s
plate is practicing the art of
mingling: an essential skill for a
student preparing for a future in
business or politics.
Where does this tendency begin? The
fact is that our culture simply does not
glorify a life spent in the pursuit of aca
demic excellence. We are (practically)
all products of a middle- to upper
middle-class in which to not work is to
not succeed; and to be an “academic” is
usually not considered working. Con
sider the derision with which we view
the “professional student” who chooses
to immerse his or herself in extended

studies with no particular end in sight
other than pure learning.
Colleges inadvertently support the
system which values dutiful application
over intellectual curiosity. In high
school, we are all trained in the impor
tance of work: we are repeatedly told by
parents, teachers and guidance counse
lors that in order to get into college, it is
far more important to be “well-rounded”
than just to “be smart." How often do
you remember being asked whether you
really enjoyed the act of learning?
Chances are you never heard the ques
tion—perhaps the adults were afraid to
hear your answer.
The end result is that college-bound
students make themselves endlessly
busy with all sorts of extracurricular ac
tivities to give admissions boards the im
pression that they are interested in and
talented at just about everything. This
obsession with busyness carries over
into our lives once we finally reach col
lege. PC students are more likely to fill
their hours and days with various re
sume-filling activities than with actual
studying. Naturally, one of the most
important activities on a Friar’s plate is
practicing the art of mingling: an essen
tial skill for a student preparing for a fu

Parietals enforce
Catholic morality
continued from page 11
College is fairly extreme, both in its
scope and the punishment that it entails.
It is not analogous to policies at other
Catholic institutions, such as Boston
College and St. Joseph’s University,

ture in business or politics.
The end result is that too often, even
the best students here often end up do
ing the minimum required to “get by”
instead of delving into the readings just
for the love of it. Take your Develop
ment of Western Civilization class for an
example. Finding a student who has ac
tually managed to plow through all or
most of the seminar readings is kind of
like finding a prophet in a Mexican
brothel: it’s almost too fantastic to be
true.
I am not advocating that we all turn
into a bunch of reclusive bookworms
who never see the light of day. Phillips
Memorial is just not big enough. PC is
home to a great bunch of above-average
average kids: we’re not hyper-intellec
tuals, and we’re not total jocks, either.
However, if the school is really interested
in improving its academic reputation, in
stead of installing more fancy gizmos,
spending money on whistles and bells,
and turning the library into a social club,
PC should consider doing more to foster
intellectual freedom and creativity rather
than dogmatism and docility in the minds
of its students, and seeking out those stu
dents who will bring a love of the aca
demic pursuit to the campus culture.

and seems outdated and restrictive in
comparison. Most importantly,
however, it does not teach the morality
behind the church’s doctrine against
extramarital sex. It does not require that
the students have this morality, only
that they obey the rules set up by the
College, just as they would obey any
other rule.

Letters to the Editor
PC being P.C.?
This is in response to the pathetic
attempts at sports journalism by the
female members of your staff: Please,
please assign them to simpler duties
like dusting around the office or baking
cookies for the male sports writers or
covering field hockey or Title IX
issues. But please don’t have them
cover PC men’s basketball anymore,
OK? Their knowledge of basketball is
infinitesimal,
and
downright
embarrassing.

S.A.V.E. our Aquinas
study habits
While I applaud PC’s efforts at put
ting together a program for Project
Save Week, the choice of Aquinas
lounge as venue every evening is un
fair to Aquinas residents. Yes, it is the
nicest study lounge on campus, but it
is a STUDY LOUNGE, and there are
many people who had an exam in civ

They probably get applauded left
and right for being so pioneering,
covering real sports, and that will, in
turn, get in their heads that they are real
writers and can someday “contribute”
to a real newspaper. And they’ll
probably get the job, too. because
they’re women, but in the process
they’ll continue to screw up a sports
journalism world already infected by
far too many clueless women.
So do us all a favor, for the future of
your country, and get these girls off the
PC men’s hoop beat. PLEASE!!!!
Pete Postas
whoru2322@aol .com
or another subject this week. Surely
there were other rooms available, at
least several of the days... perhaps ’64
Hall or the stage in McPhail’s would
have been better suited for Monday’s
play. The Slavin soft lounge or the
Fienstein fourth floor function room
could have been considered as well.
Aquinas residents deserve the access
to a study lounge that residents of other
dorms have!
Emma Foster ’05

Trips to Newport support RIPTA
The tirade “RIPTA or Frank?” is
extremely closed-minded. To declare,
“Save Frank! Ride the Shuttle!” is unfair.
The bus and shuttle are used for
completely different purposes. The
shuttle serves to provide students with a
safer way of getting around within the
campus area. The bus system, on the
other hand, serves to transport students
around the city and state. Why not have
both? Do not suggest boycotting one
system over another. If students do not
take advantage of the newly
implemented UPASS program, then the
service may very well be revoked.
The shuttle system does not extend
far outside the parameters of the
Providence College campus, and was

frequently complained about. RIPTA
provides students with statewide
access. Now, they do not have to wait
for the next BOP trip in order to go to
Newport—they can hop on the #60 line
downtown, show their student ID, and
off they go! Students now have access
to other colleges and universities,
Newport, the beaches, shopping
centers, and more! They can travel
without any parking hassles. With
regularly scheduled trip times, students
know where and when the bus will be.
So, grab your PC Student ID, board
a RIPTA bus, and see what Rhode
Island has to offer!
Cristy Raposo ’03

You too can write a letter and be
famous for a whole week. It’s just one of
your options at www.thecowl.com.
(Please note the 250-word limit.)

Want to be heard, but no one will listen?
We feel your pain.

Apply to Commentary and be
heard (or read) by everyone.
For a good time, pick up an application
in 104 Slavin (next to McPhail’s.)
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Deep down, we all still hold Camp
Anawana in our hearts.

Nickelodeon explains..., page 20.

February 13, 2003

Where were you when Scott died?
A&E remembers Beverly Hills, 90210.
Our favorite zipcode, page 17.

Page 15

Reminscent round-up
The A&E staff returns to a time of hair
bands, SNICK, The Berenstein Bears books,
90210, and uncle Jesse in our
Childhood spectacular
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While brainstorming for this week, there was so
much we loved and so few pages to put it all in—so
we polled each other on our favorite shows,
characters, and music, and as a staff came up with
what we think is the best of the best. So without
further ado, we give you A&E’s “Picks of our Past.”

Mr. Belvedere or Mrs. Garrett?: Belvedere.
Steve Urkel or Stefan Urkel?: Stefan.
Steve Urkel or Kimmy Gibler?: Steve.
Mona or Blanche?: Mona.
Run-DMC or Beastie Boys?: Beasties.
MC Hammer or Vanilla Ice?: Ice, Ice, Baby.
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All in the television family
The rise and fall of the family sitcom
by

Erin Woulfe ’03
A&E Staff

It was a simple formula: put
a family of any sort on
television, heighten both the
humor and the tension of daily
conflicts, and you’re almost
guaranteed a hit. TV was a safe
place where the
FAMILY
conflict was
SITCOMS
always offset by
a humorous minor storyline,
and most problems were solved
in about 30 minutes, minus
ample time for commercial
breaks. And when 30 minutes
wasn’t enough to resolve the
situation comedy, Americans sat
on the edges of their seats until
the next “very special” episode
was ready to fulfill our “to be
continued” suspense.
Unfortunately, for those who
enjoyed the family sitcom, both
reality television and prime time
drama have “voted it off the
television island” so to speak.
A glance at weekly television
listings is depressing. The two
hour chunck of major
programming time from 8 p.m.
to 10 p.m. on the three major
networks (ABC, CBS, and
NBC) offer 30 hours of TV
time. Only six hours of sitcom
programming exist now, a
number that seems to decrease
with every new Law and Order
spinoff.
What are we showing our
children? Those of us now in
college grew up with the classic
TV sitcoms of the ’80’s and
early '90’s. Family Ties and The
Cosby Show on NBC were two
of the earliest half-hour
comedies to change what
people
were
watching.
Beginning in 1982 and running
through 1989, Family Ties’s
humor focused on a family
where former flower children
were parents, humorously
conflicting
with
their
conservative 1980’s mindset
children. Even with comments
such as Family Ties’ Alex P.
Keaton’s “People with money
don’t need people,” obviously
spoofing some of the 1980’s
materialistic ideas, President
Reagan himself declared
Family Ties his favorite show in
1984. Yet its unclear if that was
only because the president was
Alex P. Keaton’s idol.
Undoubtedly, The Cosby
Show revolutionized television.
Prior to its emergence on NBC,
prime time television was
dominated by action dramas
and prime time soaps. A
throwback to an earlier
television genre, The Cosby
Show focused on the day-to-day
life of the Huxtable family, an
upper middle class, AfricanAmerican family with five
children. Dealing with every
situation with a generous dose
of patience and a healthy
measure of humor, the
Huxtables took the NBC
Thursday night ratings by
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Scenes from a childhood TV
(clockwise): Family Ties,
Punky Brewster, Growing
Pains, The Wonder Years,
The Cosby Show, Perfect
Strangers, and Full House

take us down memory lane.
storm. Episodes such as
“Goodbye, Mr. Fish,” where
Rudy stages an elaborate fish
funeral, and “Theo’s Holiday,”
where the family turns its home
into the Real World Apartments
to teach Theo some lessons
about money, are classic.
Wholesome family values were
pumped into every episode
under the watchful eye of Bill
Cosby himself. Commenting
on real issues in both a
humorous and thoughtful way,
The Cosby Show won over its
audience for eight seasons,
establishing the AfricanAmerican sitcom as a
marketable force.
Thanks to sitcoms such as
these, wholesome became
synonymous with hit. Families
of all sorts were portrayed on
television and conflicts that
would be looked at now as
mundane became the driving
force of all the half hour plots.
ABC held Friday nights with its
TGIF lineup that, during the
best years of its run, included
programming such as Full
House, Step by Step, Perfect
Strangers, and its spinoff
Family Matters, (Did you
remember that Harriet Winslow
had previously worked with
Cousin Larry?). Blossom, The
Fresh Prince of Bel-Air, and
Who’s the Boss portrayed family
comedy within less-thantraditional families—single
parents, extended relatives and
extenuating circumstances
included.
Even orphans got a family,
with Punky Bruster, Webster,
and Diff’rent Strokes giving the
fish-out-of-water formula a run
for its money. Growing Pains,
Mr. Belvedere, The Wonder
Years—this was television that
children and parents could
watch and enjoy. Parents could

feel comfortable leaving the
room for a minute or two while
the TV was on, without
worrying about the sort of
questions a joke might evoke.
All that changed in the late
’80’s, early 90s, when a new
network named Fox and a little
show called Married With
Children developed. The sexdriven, disfunctional family
sitcom took-off, and caused an
uproar of parental censorship.
Married With Children became
the show we couldn’t watch,
and led the movement of adultgeared family sitcoms. As the
1990’s pressed on, the family
sitcom was quickly fading.
Roseanne, Mad about You,
Friends, Seinfeld, Wings, Ellen,
and The Drew Carey Show were

New Edition or New Kids on the Block?: NKOTB.
Another Bad Creation or Kris Kross?: Kris Kross.
Reality Bites or Singles?'. Reality Bites.
My Two Dads or Step by Step?: Dads.
90210 or Melrose Place?: 90210.
Right Said Fred or EMF?: EMF.

geared less toward families, and
more toward twenty and thirty
somethings. Less idealistic, and
more edgy, these shows
appealed to an entirely different
dynamic of people.
And now? Now everything
on TV is “real.” From The Real
World to Survivor, American
Idol to Star Search, Joe
Millionaire to The Bachelorette,
nothing is scripted', it all
happens right before the
cameras. (Of course audiences
ignore the fact that it’s also all
conveniently edited together).
Kids can’t watch these shows.
Rarely is there a show on TV,
which is appropriate for 12year-olds, let alone a child of
seven or eight. In 1990, a nineyear-old child probably would

have had a difficult decision to
make as to what to watch at 8
p.m. on any given night. Today,
there are few appropriate
programs on TV to watch with
parental supervision, never
mind anything that the child
could watch alone.
TV needs a little more ’80’s
and a little less dose of cutthroat
attitude. Can’t one survivor do
“The Dance of Joy” at an
immunity challenge? Perhaps
a rejected American Idol
contestant can give Simon a
“How rude” a la Stephanie
Tanner. Humor us children bom
in the 80s, because soon enough
we’ll be this country’s primary
consumer audience, and this
reality wave isn’t going to last
forever.

Webster or Arnold Jackson?: Arnold.
Hangin ’
Mr. Cooper or Sister, Sister?: Yo, Coop!
U2 or R.E.M.?: R E M.
Tommy Tutone or Rick Springfield?: Rick.
“Like a Virgin” or “Erotica”?: “Like a Virgin.”
Pee-Wee Herman or Ernest?: Pee-Wee.
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Our favorite zip code
How Beverly Hills, 90210 helped
to shape, like, a TV generation
by

Kelly Mack ’04

A&E Asst. Editor
You’d know the opening music
anywhere. Admit it, you watch the 12hour marathons and hum along with it
at the beginning of every episode—you
even have the timing for the two claps
down cold. You
CHILDHOOD
love Beverly Hills,
TV DRAMA
90210. Or at least I
do. But the level of my addiction (yes,
I can re-enact scenes all by myself) has
led me to some more serious questioning
than what color hair looked best on
Donna Martin. What made this show
so meaningful to an entire generation
of kids? Why did it lead to shows like
Melrose Place and, dare I say it,
Dawson’s Creek (neither of which, I
might add, is even in the same league
as the original)? After some deep soulsearching, and some web surfing that
made me think my “obsession” is mere
child’s play, I think I’ve come up with
some answers.
90210's, pilot episode aired on Oct.
4, 1990. Created by Darren Star and
produced by Aaron Spelling, the show
didn’t have much support from industry
insiders—no one thought there was
much of an audience for a teen “soap
opera” based on Minnesota twins (get
it?) Brandon and Brenda as fish-out-ofwater at West Beverly High (note: I
know this from multiple viewings of E’s
True Hollywood Story: 90210). Little
did Hollywood know, Beverly Hills was
going to take over. Throughout the
show’s first few seasons, the show’s
writers would put the cast through the
gamut of high school life—and then
some. Brandon and Brenda Walsh and
their friends (Steve, Kelly, Dylan,
Donna, Andrea, and David) were
groundbreaking characters in TV history

in that they represented real-life kids—
exaggerated, sure, but they dealt with .
issues that the Seavers wouldn’t touch
with a 10-foot pole. Beverly Hills,
90210 featured many controversial
subjects, beginning with the pilot (where
the boys get drunk at a party and the girls
make fake ID’s to get into a club to meet
older men), then continuing on to dozens
of other, more relevant, issues
throughout the early seasons (including
a breast cancer scare, premarital sex and
ensuing pregnancy scares, sexual
assault, suicide, and drug abuse, to
mention a few).
Teens had never had a television
show geared toward them and concerned
with their issues that was willing to
present topics that were relevant to their
lives in an honest way. With the very
first season came episodes many teens
could relate to and learn from: Brenda
found a lump in her breast, and in
another episode had to take a pregnancy
test; Kelly admitted her “first time” was
a rape; and all of the characters had to
deal with situations involving alcohol
and drugs. While not every teenager had
to deal with these things, it was
beneficial for those who did to see other
teens dealing with them and learning
from them.
Although the plot became more cast
centered (with love triangles galore) as
the seasons progressed into college and
adulthood, the show is still known and
remembered primarily for the impact it
had on both its early viewers and the TV
that followed. These days, there are
more teen-centered shows than one teen
could possibly watch, and the ground
was broken for all of them by the success
and controversy generated by 90210
when it was just the story of eight
snobby rich kids and their everyday
drama.

Friends
forever: the
90210 cast

poses on the
verge of
revolutionizing
the teen TV
market.
Fox Networks

The ultimate Beverly Hills, 90210 clip n’ save
We do have to remember that it wasn’t just the writing and subject matter that made 90210 such a landmark show of our childhoods—it was the characters as well.
The West Beverly gang had it all—credit cards, cool cars, Sun-In, and major personal issues—and we ate it up. Let’s take a look back, one idol by one.

Brandon Walsh: The elder of the twins (by four minutes),
Brandon had unshakable values, and his moralistic problem
solving guided him through most of the scrapes he got himself
into (as a result of standing up for what he believed in, of course).
He wasn’t exactly an angel (especially where the ladies were
concerned), but he could mediate with the best of them, and he
was always there for the rest of the gang to turn to.

Donna Martin: Voted “Funniest Laugh,” “Friendliest,” and “Most
Naive” in the senior class polls, our perpetual virgin was the ditz
of the group, rounding out the popular-girl crowd as best friend to
Kelly and Brenda. Although she got a bad rap in real life, when
early in the show she was tagged as only having a role because
she was Aaron Spelling’s daughter, her character was beloved by
all. Three words: “Donna Martin graduates!”

Brenda Walsh: Not as level-headed as her older brother,
Brenda always seemed to be the trouble-maker of the Walsh
family, making waves with her controversial dating choices,
pregnancy scare, and college-related indecision. She also
usually felt the most pressure hanging out with the West Beverly
gang, always trying to be the star in a group of blonde friends
with gold cards (is anyone else thinking typecasting?).

Steve Sanders: The son of famous Samantha Sanders, star of
“Hartley House,” Steve may have been the most spoiled of the
90210 crew. He was constantly getting himself into scrapes that
either his money or Brandon had to get him out of. He never
seemed to learn his lesson—unless that lesson was ‘try not to get
caught next time. ’ Although trouble always seemed to find him,
Steve was good-hearted and tried to be a good friend.

Kelly Taylor: Definitely the leader of the Beverly Hills pack,
Kelly was the perfect one that every guy wanted to date and
every girl wanted to be. She was popular, but at a closer look,
not so perfect—eating disorders, a mom with a drug problem,
and trouble with “relationships” (i.e., a past rape and a
reputation for promiscuity) plagued Kelly’s dreamy beach days
and probably fueled her compulsive shopping.

Andrea (pronounced AHH-Ndrea) Zuckerman: Best known for
her role as editor of the West Beverly High paper and her obsession
with Brandon Walsh, Andrea always seemed to be older than the
rest of the gang (not surprising, considering she was 30 in 1991).
Straight-laced and a little naive, she always seemed shocked at
the other girls’ spending and dressing habits. She probably could
have used some tranquilizers every now and again.

Dylan McKay: Ahh, the brooding, Byron-reading, passionateyet-distant James Dean type. Beverly Hills wouldn’t have been
the same without him and the countless girl-fights he caused
with his player ways. Dylan was in a league of his own—he
was a bit of a loner with a dangerous edge, which attracted the
girls, but what kept them around was the wounded little boy
inside that they just wanted to take care of.

David Silver: In the early seasons, David was more of a tagalong
than anything else. It was the love affair with Donna and, later,
his Vanilla Ice phase that put him in the Beverly Hills spotlight.
His biggest scandal (and one of the biggest inconsistencies in the
series) was his early graduation with the rest of the gang—he
supposedly took summer classes.

Beakman’s World or Bill Nye, The Science Guy?:

Beakman.
Double Dare or What Would You Do2: Double Dare.
Huey, Dewey, or Louie?: Louie.
Alvin, Simon, or Theodore?: Theodore.
Homey the Clown or Fire Marshall Bill?: Homey.

Go-Bots or Transformers?: Transformers.
Which Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtle?: Raphael.
Jem or She-Ra?: Jem.
Alex P. Keaton or Mike Seaver?: Mike.
Smurfs or Snorks? Snorks
Muppet Babies or Fraggle Rockl: Muppets.
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Reading is fundamental
From front to back, books of our youth kept us reading

by

Megan Gaffney ’03
Asst. A&E Editor

If you’re reading this article, we can
probably assume that you are, to some
degree, literate. It wasn’t SparkNotes
and Providence College’s fine Civ
program that led you to appreciate fine
writing because undoubtedly, that
epiphany
came
CHILDHOOD earlier in life. And
BOOKS no,
I’m
not
attributing this sculpting to those boring
“See Bill and Jill run” stories since no
one really cared what they did. Instead,
books like Goodnight Moon taught us
that there was something entertaining
about saying goodnight to everything in
our rooms, even if it was annoying for
our parents to bear with the long nightly
rituals the book induced. In the daytime,
Pat the Bunny and its siblings presented
us with a hands-on reason to love our
books.
Once we had outgrown (but not
forgotten) our baby books, we moved on
to much more complex literary
masterpieces. Harold and the Purple
Crayon enticed us to draw moons and
paths all over everything we saw, which
encouraged our creativity regardless of
our parents’ fears about the wallpaper.
Where the Wild Things Are was an
equally good fantasy-starter, since we all
wanted to put on our wolf suits and travel
through the jungle at some point. Bad
days could always be assuaged with a
reading of Alexander and the Terrible,
Horrible, No-Good, Very Bad Day and
the assurance that we, unlike Alexander,
wouldn’t be faced with a dinner of lima
bean. And we definitely can’t forget the
cool adventures Corduroy the bear had,
especially when he got to tumble around
a clothes dryer in his quest for a pocket
on his overalls.
Books also taught us about the
occupations we might find when we
were all grown up. Interest in
meteorology must have soared among
kids who read and loved Cloudy with a
Chance of Meatballs. Mike Mulligan
and the Steam Shovel taught us about
loyalty and how things really go in the
workplace way before we needed to
know. All Amelia Bedelia’s confusion
and mishaps showed us that even
loveable housekeepers can make
“drawing the drapes” fun. We witnessed
firsthand what doctors’ and dentists’
offices are like through the eyes of The
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Berenstein Bears. They, of course, had
many life experiences in Bear Country
to share, from getting the gimme gimmes
to meeting Santa Bear and forgetting
their manners. Curious George showed
us the world from an adventurous
monkey’s eyes as he and the Man in the
Yellow Hat visited the beach, the zoo,
the hospital, the ice cream parlor and
more.
Pictures were also important to us, for
fostering a sense of art that Art History
101 never could realize. Images of
Madeline and her ten rows of beds and
girls were exciting and exotic, since
France was a far-away, possibly unreal
place to us. At the same time, Eloise’s
adventures in a New York City hotel
seemed just as fun. Christmastime
provided an excellent opportunity to
look at the beautiful illustrations in The
Polar Express and continue those fun
myths about Santa.
Eventually, we had to exercise our
reading abilities with more challenging
chapter books, sometimes with a
shockingly small number of pictures.
Thankfully, Ramona Quimby and her
sister Beezus lived in that world to make
us laugh. The good rats of NIMH helped
to change bad images of rodents in
schools everywhere, while Roald Dahl
made us love Charlie and Matilda and
their adventures in England. From the
Mixed-Up Files of Mrs. Basil E.
Frankweiler made us all wonder what it
would be like to run away and hide out
in a mysterious art museum in New York
City, and The Westing Game made us all
detectives in our own right.
Finally, our attention spans grew long
enough to read series - characters and
stories that would keep us entertained far
longer than the time of a single book.
Early on, we could take on something
like The Boxcar Children or the classic
Little House on the Prairie books. Our
parents loved giving us stories about
Nancy Drew and the Hardy Books, and
they complained a little when we only
wanted to scare ourselves with Fear
Street and Christopher Pike books about
murderous cheerleaders and jeopardized
baby sitters. For more fearful and
hesitant readers were the Babysitters’
Club books, which spawned an
unusually high number of young girls
seeking glamorous after-school
childcare jobs. Similarly, Sweet Valley
Twins made being sisters in California a
good dream; it also made money with
Sweet Valley High books and television

Page
turners: The
Berenstein
Bears books,
the works of
Dr. Seuss,
Madeline,
and Roald
Dahl’s
Matilda
gave us a
reason to
read as kids.

shows as a spin-off. Adventurous souls
in middle school read fantasies like the
Narnia series and later grew into reading
stuff like The Hobbit, which brings us
right into what’s popular now for fun
reading.
So maybe our generation didn’t have
access to all the wizardry and magic that
Harry Potter fans do or the crazy humor
of Captain Underpants. We did have
tons of stories to entertain us, both about
random topics and consistent favorite
characters. Readers today still have Dr.
Seuss’s humor through Green Eggs and
Ham and The Cat in the Hat or Shel

Silverstein s fun poetry, which just
proves even more that the cool stuff we
loved lasts. And once again, we can
thank all these entertaining books for
teaching us to use our imaginations and
become scholarly enough to survive a
draining four years of college work.

Salute Your Shorts or Hey, Dude?: Salute Your Shorts.
Full House or Family Matters?: Full House.
Clarissa or Alex Mack?: Clarissa.
Sliders or ... anything else?: Anything else.
Out of this World or Punky Brewster?: Out of this World. Birdman or Space Ghost?: Birdman.
Thundercats or Voltron?: Thunder, thunder, thundercats. The Critic or Duckman?: The Critic.
Hoooo.
Better Ace of Base song: “The Sign” or “All That She
Wants
”?: “The Sign.”
Zack or Slater?: Zack.
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Saturday’s animated adventures
Morning cartoons brought loveable characters,
humorous actions, and some very poignant lessons
by Dave

Quinn ’04

A&E Editor
What do Pokemon, Yu-Gi-Oh!, Jackie
Chan Adventures, Static Shock, Fighting
Foodons, The Cramp Twins, and
Ultraman Tiga have in common?
They’re not good,
that’s what. They’re
not Alvin and the
Chipmunks. They’re not The Smurfs.
They’re not Thundercats. The plethora
of cartoons out today just can’t compare
with our generation’s animated
enjoyment. Today’s wave of Japanese
cartoons and animated adaptations of
real people don’t connect with a young
audience on the level that G.I. Joe did.
Or Muppet Babies did. Or Care Bears
did. Basically, they’re just not good.
So what made yesterday’s cartoons
so worthwhile? What did we learn from
Saturday mornings? And why aren’t
they on the air anymore? Many
questions, few answers, but a poignant
subject worth investigating.
As our TV toon experience was
beginning, the hit animated shows of 50s
and 60s were still thriving in reruns.
Scooby-Doo, The Jetsons, The
Flinstones, Mr. Magoo, Yogi the Bear and
more kept us entertained for decades.
Luckily, they continue to do so today for
a whole new generation on Cartoon
Network. But the evolution of Saturday
mornings introduced a new slew of
shows ready to raise the bar. They were
so much more than Looney Tunes and
Mickey Mouse. Although those ’toons
withheld the test of time, they weren’t
the ones that kept us watching. They
worked to fill a certain need—the
physical comedy gag.
But our
generation needed more. We needed
substance. We needed physical comedy,
adorable characters, and the allimportant moral lesson. We needed
Fraggle Rock.
The Fraggles, the Muppet Babies, the
Smurfs, the CareBears, and plenty more
were ready to take the next step. They
took things into their own hands,
teaching lessons with hilarious situations
and chemistry. Well, maybe not
hilarious, but at least enjoyable. Take
Alvin’s comic pranks and weekly
attempts at success. Didn’t Dave’s
numerous “Aaaalvin!” screams remind
us of our own parents? And what about
Papa Smurf’s anecdotal advice? Or
Nanny’s giant green-striped legs
pointing the Muppet Babies in the right
direction? Or George’s tolerance with
Dennis the Menace! How perfect were
they at making their point subtly?
Cartoons like Doug, Garfield, and
Heathclijf made their way into our hearts
through laughter and lectures.
But it wasn’t all about the comedy.
Paralleling the Rainbow Bright shows of
the day was a whole slew of ’toons ready
for action. But the action wouldn’t be
without a lesson. Instead, shows like HeMan, She-Ra, Thundercats, G.I. Joe,
Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles, Inspector
Gadget and Vultron took the actionanimated genre and added morals to the
end of each episode. The importance of
teamwork and family were stressed,
while “knowing is half the battle”
provided the perfect ending to every
moral. And even though these shows
may have taken a page from comic

Step right up and come right in, here
is where the fun begins: (Clockwise
from top right): Kermit the Muppet
Baby, the cast of the Disney After
noon, Teenage Mutant Ninja Thirties,
and Alvin and the Chipmunks kept
things fun when we were young.
books, and ultimately influenced some
of today’s Power Rangers and Pokemon,
there’s no doubt that they settled the
appetite our generation desired.
By the early ’90’s, cartoons were
viable forces in our public mind and
media. But Saturday mornings wouldn’t
be our only chance at the glimpse of our
favorite TV shows. September 1990
brought about the birth of 77ie Disney
Afternoon, a syndicated block of
programming ready to welcome you
home from a long day at school.
Adventures of the Gummi Bears, Chip
and Dale’s Rescue Rangers, DuckTales,
and Tale Spin were welcomed
substitutions for Oprah and Donohue.
Granted, our parents may not have been
impressed with Huey, Dewy, and
Lowie’s shenanigans. Or Chip and
Dale’s crime solving. Or Gummy Beary
juice. Or Baloo and Kit’s high-flying
actions. But we had fun. And when
Darkwing Duck joined the crew, there
was no denying that The Disney
Afternoon was where the fun began.
Unfortunately, The Disney Afternoon
is also where the fun ended. Cartoons
were becoming a fading feature on

Tiffany or Debbie Gibson?: Debbie.
Where in the World is Carmen Sandiego or Make the Grade?'.

Carmen.
Legends of the Hidden Temple or Finders Keepers? Temple.
GUTS or Global GUTS?'. Global.
Beavis and Butthead or Ren and Stimpy?'. Ren and Stimpy.

Saturday morning television thanks in
part to the emergence of Saved by the
Bell. Bell was the first live-action TV
show on Saturday mornings. Its success
made live-action shows the new market,
bringing California Dreams and Hang
Time to our mornings. But Bell was still
the top of the tops, and it took us away
from the cartoons. Suddenly nothing
else mattered but Zack and Kelly, Slater
and Jesse, Lisa and, yup, even Screech.
So while we weren’t looking, Goof
Troop, Bonkers, Gargoyles, and a whole
slew of sub-par programming filled
Saturday mornings and weekday
afternoons. And why did we care. Was

there really life after Saved by the Bell?
For a generation of kids, cartoons had
seen their hay day. And looking back
on it all now, there’s nothing that’s
worthy of even talking about on Saturday
mornings after Saved by the Bell. But
the question remains—where are the
cartoons of our past today? Cartoon
Network has some. The Disney Channel
has others. But none appear on network
television. Wouldn’t you love to see My
Little Pony in syndication? I know I’d
rather watch DuckTales over Dr. Phil any
day. So if there’s a God, then our favorite
cartoons will appear back on television
soon. Who needs Kids WB anyway?

The Land Before Time or All Dogs Go To
Heaven?: All Dogs.
Doug or Skeeter?: Skeeter.
Heathcliff or Garfield?: Heathcliff.
CCD or Hebrew school?: CCD. Come on. dude,

we’re a Catholic college.
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Nickelodeon explains it all
Nick was kids in an era where Donkey Lips ruled,
slime drooled, and killer cacti were everywhere
by

Stephanie Smith ’06
A&E Staff

Back in the time of our childhood, the
television was jam packed with shows
that glorified being a kid and encouraged
incorporating fantasy into our lives.
Shows like You Can't Do That On
Television allowed us a time to be
playfully irreverent
to adults and swim in
green slime. Pete
and Pete, on the other hand, made us
realize that everyday was a battle against
the mundane (remember when the
neighborhood kids all made a pact to
never sleep in a rebellion against early
bedtimes?) These stories made us see
that the world was full of opportunities
to escape from the “adult world” and
bathe ourselves in our unrestrained
imaginations. Who knows where we
would be now if Budnick hadn’t shown
us exactly how to fake sick at camp?
The TV shows of the late ’80’s and
early '90’s, namely those on
Nickelodeon, empowered kids when
they faced the oppression of adults. They
gave kids self esteem (after all, Nick was
the network for kids only) and fostered
their imaginations into tools that would
help them through their everyday lives.
Nowadays, there is no more triumph
over the predictable reality shows on TV.
In fact, it seems to be the only thing we
want to watch. What is today’s youth
learning from The Bachelorette?
Nothing as valuable as the lesson we
learned about cheating in the Salute Your
Shorts episode when Budnick gives Telly
a new tennis racket if she promises to
lose her match. And with all this reality
TV, one has to wonder, has society lost
its desire to make believe? We should
hope not. Thank God for reruns.
Although most are extinct, some
priceless Nick shows can still be seen,
and for those that can’t, try to refresh
your memory.
Perhaps one of the best shows that
preached imagination for survival was
Salute Your Shorts. Starring the loveable
but quirky Kevin “Ug” Lee (get it? UG
LEE) as the idiot adult and Z.Z. Ziff,
Eddie “Donkey Lips” Gelfen, Bobby
Budnick, Telly Redford, Sponge (sponge
because his brain can hold so much)
Harris, Dina Alexander, Michael Stein
and Ronnie Pinsky as the zany campers,
Shorts was the best summer at camp you
never had. It taught us how to deal with
bullies like Budnick, be quick on our toes
like Sponge, and preserve the
environment like Z.Z. We even learned
a little about love. In one of the best
episodes. Budnick falls in love with Dina
and she tries to make him cut his lovely
red mullet—which is his trademark, even
if it is slightly unattractive by normal
standards. It’s him. And never fear,
Budnick does not go through with it, thus
teaching us that you should not have to
change yourself for a girl to like you,
even if it is Dina. Although parents may
not have seen it as so, by watching Salute
Your Shorts, we became better people.
Another favorite that featured a
summer getaway was Hey Dude. Who
could forget Mr. Ernst (the uptight and
stuffy adult). Brad, Ted, Danny, Melody,
Buddy Ernst, Lucy, Jake, and Kyle?
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They were our version of a beloved
western. The hit, which premiered in
1989, encouraged us to look beyond our
backyard. When we saw that ordinary
kids like us could hang out on a dude
ranch all summer, we were thrilled. Our
lives in suburbia just seemed like a
stepping stone to better places, like the
“Bar None Ranch.” Also, Hey Dude
taught us that it is necessary to have a
good job to succeed in life. These kids
weren’t just relaxing all summer on their
parents’ dollar, they were working. Little
did we know, but Hey Dude was teaching
us to be upstanding members of society.
The definitive show that aired on
Nickelodeon was probably You Can’t Do
That On Television, which first aired
from 1981 to 1993. Here is where we
learned that chaos was fun and that
getting messy was not necessarily bad,
as our mothers had been telling us. This
was the show that introduced the
trademark green slime that, in fact, made
Nickelodeon. It opened the doors for
such shows as Double Dare, and even
Super Sloppy Double Dare. The green
slime, which was dumped on someone’s
head if he said “I don’t know,” was the
perfect example of imagination coming
to life. Picture what it looked like when
you saw a kid covered in goopy green
slime. To a child, it was the culmination
of all his desires for absolute
recklessness. It was beautiful. And isn’t
it significant that the dumping happened
when someone said “I don’t know?”
Subliminally, we were being taught to
be strong in our convictions and never
be indecisive. It was empowering.
Moreover, our imaginations were in
prime condition after watching Are You
Afraid ofthe Dark? As Gary, the founder
of the Midnight Society, began by
whispering “submitted for the approval
of the Midnight Society...,” we all got
chills and the wheels in our fantastical
little minds began to turn. Those shows
were completely insane. A living car, a

NICKELODEON

When learning was fun (clockwise from top left): The Secret World of Alex
Mack, Clarissa Explains it All, and Are You Afraid of the Dark? taught us life
lessons fun way—and made SNICK the best place to be on Saturday nights.
magic mirror that showed inner ugliness,
people’s being trapped in various
inanimate objects, all these things started
to seem possible after watching a few
episodes. Sure, they were a little scary,
but they did the imagination good. They
allowed us to watch the completely
unrealistic come true. And when the
frightening tales did come true, we all
slept a little better knowing that it was
just fantasy.
On the other hand, The Adventures
of Pete and Pete was about things that
could actually happen (sort of). From
their mom’s having a metal plate in her
head that could pick up radio signals, to
Ellen’s being obsessed with being the “I”
in the marching band’s formation, Pete
and Pete took real life and made it seem
really exciting. Every kid looked at his
life differently after he saw Pete and
Pete’s take on life as a kid. Pete even
answered the burning questions that we
didn’t know how to answer, like what
happens when you turn on a humidifier
and a dehumidifier at the same time?
Needless to say, the huge scorch mark
on the lawn made Joyce and Don very
upset. Luckily, Pete dealt with this
problem on TV and we didn’t have to
try for ourselves. Pete and Pete,
therefore, kept a lot of kids from doing
stupid things and getting in trouble.
Another show that dealt with an
exciting reality was Clarissa Explains It
All. Clarissa taught the entire female
audience how to dress, decorate rooms,
and be interested in “guy” things like
cars. She also legitimized the “guy best
friend,” with Sam always unassumingly
climbing in her window. Clarissa
introduced us to computers, being the

one person anyone knew in 1991 who
had a personal computer and knew how
to make video games. More importantly,
those games helped Clarissa deal with
her problems, like when Ferguson was
irritating her. She taught us to dream,
whether about driving (something so
foreign to us at the time) or meeting Flip,
the weatherman.
A later, but still groundbreaking,
show was The Secret World of Alex
Mack. Alex would sporadically turn into
a puddle because she had had an
unfortunate accident with some GC161,
a random chemical that could be found
at the nuclear plant in her town. This neat
trick allowed Alex to go into locked
rooms and sneak away from dangerous
situations. However, Alex never used her
powers for evil, only good, which
ultimately taught us all about self
control. These days, there would never
be a show about chemical spills and girls
turning into ooze.
These days, good old Nick shows
would never fit in the lineup. They
shunned reality and demanded that we
exercise our imaginations, which hardly
any of today’s shows do. Luckily, we
have our memories.

Cabbage Patch Kids or Garbage Pail Kids?: Garbage Pail
Skip-It! or Pogo-Ball?: Skip-It!
Kids.
My Buddy or Kid Sister?: My Buddy.
Teddy Ruxpin or Alf?: Alf, a.k.a. Gordon Shumway. Tetris or Dr. Mario?: Tetris.
Pound Puppies or My Little Pony?: My Little Pony. Reading Rainbow or Ghostwriter?: Ghostwriter.
Inspector Gadget or Stretch Armstrong?: Go-go, Gadget.
Lite Brite or Easy Bake Oven?: Lite Brite
Hulk Hogan or Mr. T?: T. His van is fast, foo.
Legos or Lincoln Logs?: Legos.

February 13,2003

5 Arts & Entertainment JEjl

The Cowl 21

Hair yesterday, gone today
An indie rock snob reaches into his past and comes back
with a handful ofL.A. metal (and a headfull of hair spray)
by

Dan Devine ’04

Asst. A&E Editor

When my editor told me that for this
week, we of the A&E staff were going
back to mine the depths of our collective
childhood and look back on the things
that made us the bitter, jaded
entertainment critics
we are today, it took
me about a half
second to decide what my article was
going to be about.
I wish I could say that I was listening
to really cutting edge, hip stuff in the late
’80s; it would be so cool if I could say
that I was in fourth grade listening to the.
Pixies, or the Smiths, or the
Replacements. But I wasn’t. I was a
chubby little metalhead. And I don’t
regret it for a second.
Every headbanger has a different
definition of what exactly made metal
in the 1980’s what it was. Some of the
scene’s more grizzled veterans extol the
virtues of demonic and theatrical purebreds like Dio and Dokken. Others
refuse to talk about anything comprised
of riffs slower than the speed of sound,
preferring old Megadeth records and pre
haircut Metallica. Maybe some of you
think “hair bands” and flash on an image
of Kip Winger singing about a 17-yearold, or Whitesnake’s David Coverdale
wailing while a scantily clad Tawny
Kitaen spread herself on the hood of a
car. Those are all valid late ’80s rock
memories ... they’re just not mine.
Me, I was a child of the glam
movement. After my cool older cousin
Sean first introduced me to something a
little edgier than the New Kids and Paula
Abdul, I dove headfirst into the seamy
world of hair metal, immersing myself
in the sour sounds of the Sunset Strip.
For the sake of clarity, let me pare
down this article’s definition of “glam,”
a treacherous little word that can
characterize anything from Twisted
Sister and Kix to Danger Danger and
Slaughter. That kind of stuff ain’t what
I’m talking about. For the purposes of
this article, you can forget all of that,
along with the Firehouses, Cinderellas
and White Lions of the world. For a
seven-year-old me, all of music boiled
down to five indispensable titans of rock:

They just don’t make singers like they used to: (Clockwise from above
left): Eighties hair metal vocalists Axl Rose (Guns ‘n’ Roses), Vince Neil
(Motley Crue), Bret Michaels (Poison), Jon Bon Jovi (Bon Jovi), and
Jani Lane (Warrant) belted it out to the back row and still kept their
hair immaculately primped.

not flat-out awesome. If you can, you’ve
got absolutely no conscience ... and, my
guess is, a very short memory. If this
one record (which is their best, but by
no means their only good one) isn’t
enough to sway your stone heart, I’ve
got eleven words for you: Tommy Lee
playing drums upside down inside a
giant plastic cube. It’s almost enough to
make me forgive him for Methods of
Mayhem. (Almost.)
3. Poison. There might not be any band
as critically reviled as Poison, and that’s
just a shame; they were perhaps the
perfect hair band. Pretty much every
mixtape I made back then had at least
one of the following songs on it:
“Nothin’ But A Good Time,” “Talk Dirty
To Me,” “Unskinny Bop,” “Every Rose
Has Its Thorn,” “Fallen Angel,” “Look
What The Cat Dragged In,” “I Want
Action,” “Your Mama Don’t Dance,”
1. Guns ‘n’ Roses. The first rock song I and “Something To Believe In.” And can
can remember listening to is “Welcome you beat the brilliance of a glam band
to the Jungle.” I’m sure there were other that actually had a hairdresser (drummer
songs before that one, power ballads full Rikki Rockett) as a member? You can’t
of saccharine sap and balls-out, thrash make stuff like that up. I don’t know if
tracks, but that’s the first one that made I’ve ever said this before, but screw it: I
an impact. Everything started for me loved Poison. Wow, that was liberating.
with Axl, Slash, and the gang, and I’ve 4. Warrant. All right, make whatever
never really recovered; I still get jokes you want—“Cherry Pie” was a
goosebumps every time I listen to great song (and a great album, by the
Appetite for Destruction, and I’m way). Warrant was also the official band
amazed at how good a song “Patience” of the quintessential ’80s roller derby
(from the criminally underappreciated extravaganza Rollergames (which
Lies E.P.) really is. They’re still the only seriously deserves a full feature unto
band from that period that you can admit itself). Sure, Jani Lane sounds like a
to loving without getting made fun of, whiny joke now, but nothing got my
adrenaline pumping back in the day quite
which is more than I can say for ...
2. Motley Crue. Listen to Dr. Feelgood like “Down Boys,” and I’d argue that no
and try not to love it. Go ahead. Listen hair band had a more stirring trio of
to “Rattlesnake Shake,” “Kickstart My power ballads than “Sometimes She
Heart,” “Without You,” “Same OF Cries,” “I Saw Red,” and the
Situation (S.O.S.),” “Don’t Go Away unbelievable “Heaven” (which, as any
Mad (Just Go Away),” and, of course, of you who have Monster Ballads know,
the title track, and try to tell me that it’s can still melt a girl into a sentimental

Dodgeball or kickball?: Dodgeball.
Married... With Children or Roseanne?: Al Bundy

wins. Fatality.
Mario or Sonic?: Mario.
Crystal Pepsi or New Coke?: New Coke.
Push Pops or Ring Pops?: Ring Pops.
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puddle).

5. Bon Jovi. Ah, the Jovi. What can
you say about these Jersey boys that
hasn’t already been said? For my money,
it doesn’t get much better than Slippery
When Wet (except, obviously, for
Appetite). I listened to this album so
many times as a kid that the tape got
worn down to the point that it just
wouldn’t play anymore, and rightfully
so: any album that can boast “You Give
Love A Bad Name,” “Livin’ On A
Prayer,” “Wanted Dead Or Alive,” and
“Never Say Goodbye” is definitionally
fantastic. It’s about as close as anything
in the '80s got to a mathematical
certainty. Every other song could be
awful (one listen to album opener “Let
It Rock” tells you that they’re not) and

it would still be fantastic. It’s almost
enough to make you wish you were born
in Jersey. (Almost.)
Looking back on the music of my
youth, I can’t help but get a little wistful.
This was a more innocent time, before
Carson Daly and TRL, when Adam
Curry brought you the top videos of the
day and Axl Rose’s insane rants were
more than just a sad postscript to the
legacy of a has-been. Martha Quinn had
a career then. There was finger-tapping
and drum solos, twelve-string guitars and
Aqua Net. We looked at all of this, and
we saw that it was very good. And now
it’s all gone. It’s almost enough to make
you cry. Almost.

BRAND NAME CLOTHES AT CHEAP PRICES!
5% off with Student ID
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Educational television
When Reading Rainbow wasn’t cutting it, a whole slew
of TV shows taught us worthy lessons for everyday life
by

Dave Quinn ’04
A&E Editor

Television always proved to
be the best babysitter for mom
and dad when
TV
they needed a
LESSONS
few minutes of
peace and quiet. You know the
drill: they’d plop you down in
front of the TV, go in the next
room, and you’d be left with
your favorite cartoons and
maybe a Lincoln Log or two.
But as the years went on, TV
taught us more than school
sometimes did. And we’re not
just talking Schoolhouse Rock.
Our favorite sitcoms were there
to shape our moral conscience.
Those lessons are not lost on us
today. So take a look back at
your favorite shows, your
favorite episodes, and those
lessons you just can’t escape.

NBC/ABC

Involve yourself in conversation, but know when to shut up
and study (clockwise from left): The Facts of Life’s Jo and
Blair and Family Matters’ Judy and Aunt Rachel would have

learned their lessons if they’d watched their own shows.

The Show and The Episode:
Saved By The Bell: “Jessie’s
Song.” Jessie joins a singing
trio with Kelly, and Lisa but
finds that it is difficult to find
time for singing and her studies.
Jessie starts to take caffeine pills
so she can keep up on
everything
including
a
particularly difficult geometry
exam. Things start to fall apart
for her as she becomes addicted
to the pills. Slater finds pills in
Jessie’s bookbag while looking
for a pencil for class. He
confronts her, but it does no
good. Zack doesn’t believe
Jessie has a problem even
though Slater tells him. Zack
ultimately discovers Jessie’s
addiction and tries to help but
at first she won’t listen. Jessie
eventually agrees she needs
help.

The Lesson: When You
Struggle
With
Time
Maintenance, Do Not Resort
To Drugs. While “Jessie’s
Song” is probably the most
memorable episode of Saved By
The Bell, comedic-wise, it also
had multiple lessons to teach us.
First of all, time maintenance is
an issue for all of us. Jessie was
an "A” student, but even she
couldn’t balance everything.
Sometimes our classes and our
extra-curricular activities prove
to be too much. Don’t be afraid
to take a step back. Second of
all, drugs are bad, don’t do

drugs. Even the weakest overthe-counter medications can
become addictive. Finally, let’s
remember the immortal words
of Jessie Spano to Zack Morris:
“I’m so excited, I’m so excited,
I’m so... scared, Zack.” Yup,
we all get scared now and then,
but remember—people are here
to help you.

unfortunately his teacher sees
his sole. Although he hasn’t
cheated, nobody believes him.
The Lesson: Cheaters Never

The Show and The Episode:
Who’s The Boss: “The
Hickey.”
Samantha
unsuccessfully tries to hide the
hickey her boyfriend gave her
from Tony. He tries to warn her
about how teenage boys can be
manipulative with girls. She
later finds that her boyfriend is
saying some of the same things
Tony warned her about.
The Lesson: Never Hide A
Hookup From Your Friends.
We’ve all done it—the hookup
we’re not too proud of. But
there are only so many things
we can blame our hookups on.
Your best bet—tell people about
it. It’s always more humorous
to laugh about them first, before
your friends find out from

The Show and The Episode:
The Facts of Life: “Fear
Strikes Back.” Natalie is
assaulted on her way home from
a campus party.
The Lesson: Walk In Groups!
If Natalie taught us anything it
was that beauty is on the inside.
Oh wait, wrong episode. Let’s
rewind for a second—oh yes...
if Natalie taught us anything it’s
that walking home from parties
is dangerous. And if she didn’t
teach you that lesson, well then
maybe the multitude of
neighborhood assaults will
drive that lesson home. There’s
always safety in numbers. I bet
Natalie wished Tottie, Blair, and
Jo were with her. Jo could
probably of taken ‘em...

Win... Even If They Don’t
Cheat. Mike Seaver’s situation
might be the prefect case for the
honor code. A code might pop
up at PC campus soon, so get
out of the habit now.

someone else.

The Show and The Episode:
Growing Pains: “Reputation.”
To pass a test, Mike is up all
night long to write the answers
on the sole of his shoe. The next
day Mike gets the best mark, but

The Show and The Episode:
Full House: “Little Shop of
Sweaters.” It’s Valentine’s Day
and D.J. gets a beautiful, royal
blue sweater. In school the
sweater is destroyed when she
puts it aside. She doesn’t want

to tell her dad so she goes to the
shop to buy a new one—but it
is too expensive. Steph, who
wants to help her sister,
misunderstands the meaning of
“Buy now, Pay later” and grabs
the sweater.

The Lesson: Crime Doesn’t
Pay. Don’t be fooled by the
happy ending. Most criminals
don’t end up getting off and
hugging Bob Saget at the end
of the day. And if they did, well,
that would be an amazing
punishment.

The Show: Family Mattters.
Daughter Judy and Aunt Rachel
disappear
without
any
explanation. Aunt Rachel’s
business and kid are left, but the
Winslow family doesn’t seem to
mind. Judy seemed to just travel
up those stairs for bed one night
and never returned.
The Lesson: Involve Yourself
In Conversation. The Family
Matters incident remains as one
of TV’s greatest mysteries.
Still, it could happen to you.
Keep yourself involved on
campus. Talk to people. Join a
club. Don’t be like Judy and
Rachel.

The Show and The Episode:
The Facts of Life: “Take My
Finals, Please.” In spite of Mrs.
Garrett’s opposition, the girls
settle in for an all-night study

session. As the hours slip away,
every imaginable distraction
impedes their preparation for
final exams.
The Lesson: Don’t Leave
Studying ‘Til The Last
Minute. All-nighters may be
your common game, but they do
more harm than they do good.
You’d be much better off getting
the work done earlier. Plan
ahead, distribute your time
gradually, and shut off AIM.

The Shows: Family Matters,
Full House, Growing Pains,
The Golden Girls, My Two
Dads, Alf
The Lessons: Lock Your
Doors. Didn’t it annoy you that
everyone in TV land just
seemed to leave their doors
open all the time? Don’t you
think that would have solved a
lot of problems.? Family
Matters’ Steve Urkle for one.
Full House’s Kimmy Gibler for
another. And My Two Dads’
Judge could never have gotten
in to mettle with Nicole and,
well, her two dads. Think about
it—The Seavers or the Golden
Girls wouldn’t have had any
problems with theft. Alf never
would have tried to eat the cat.
Basically, things would be
perfect. TV taught us that locks
are good. And when that fails,
it’s never to late to make new
friends. Or move.
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Homey don’t play that
In Living Color broke down barriers for AfricanAmericans, but America wasn’t always laughing
packed with up-and-coming stars, which
made each second of the show
entertaining.
The essence of In Living Color was
You all remember Herman Simpson,
right? How could you forget him? He easily the skits. Homey the Clown was
made weekly appearances on Sunday by far the funniest and most notorious
night TV. He was that lovable, yet character to arise from them. Even today,
irritable, ex-convict who was always there’s no situation that arises where you
masquerading around as a child-hating can’t slip in his patented catch phrase,
clown, being held down by the Man, and Homey don’t play that! Don’t you think
sporting one of the freshest costumes in life would be a lot more entertaining if
TV history, complete with a baggy we all got to carry around a stuffed sock
orange and yellow suit, oversized shoes, and tried to emulate Homey at any given
and an orange afro that only covered half time? Imagine the possibilities. Someone
is pushing their way to the front of the
of his balding head.
Still doesn’t ring a bell? How about bar at Louie’s... Homey don't play that!
Herman Simpson, a.k.a. Homey the (followed by a vicious blow to the head
with the sock). One of you Civ
Clown?
professors gives you a D on your last
Ah! Yes, Homey the Clown.
Yes, Homey the clown, the most exam... Homey don’tplay that! And yet,
lovable character on one of the greatest I digress.
But the show was more than just
shows ever to touch the airwaves: In
Living Color. In Living Color was a Homey. Jim Carrey rose to fame
landmark in TV history, and the high portraying the inept Fire Marshall Bill,
point of an era. As the brainchild of a fire investigator who always found a
Keenan Ivory Wayans, the show first way to dismember part of his body while
premiered at 8 p.m., Sunday night on doing inspections. Carrey also depicted
FOX back in 1990. It was an instant hit. the over-the-top Vera Dimilo, a female
Bringing together in-your-face comedy body builder who ingested one two many
skits, dancing (the Fly Girls, featuring steroids and strutted around quipping
Jennifer Lopez’s backdoor) and live hip catchphrases like, “Mess with my breasts
hop acts, the show was revolutionary. and you’ll die like the rest.” Damon
The most dynamic aspect of the show Wayans and David Allan Grier had the
was how the writers and cast were able Men on Flim sketch, in which they
to push the limit. No topic was left portrayed two flamboyantly gay film
untouched. Everything was within their critics and copyrighted the synchronized,
comedic scope, whether it be whites, Z-shaped snap routine: Snap, snap, snap.
blacks, Asians, gays, Jews, or even And Jamie Foxx as Wanda, the hideous
ghetto-girl next door. Every skit was
deformed fire inspectors.
The cast of In Living Color was going to make you laugh, if it didn’t
composed of all great comedians. Nearly offend you first.
And that’s where In Living Color
all the cast members went on to movie
or TV careers after the show’s demise. started to stumble. Much of America
Just think of the lineup: the entire (and many of the officials at FOX)
Wayans family (Keenan Ivory, Damon, wasn’t ready for an African-American
Kim, Shawn, MarlOn), Jim Carrey, based comedy show that poked fun at
David Allen Grier, Tommy Davidson, America. At the time, it seemed like too
and Jamie Foxx. Rosie Perez was even much to handle. People were content
the choreographer for the Fly Girls, with Saturday Night Live. After a dispute
which included J-Lo. Every skit was with FOX management, Keenan and
by Joe

Mavodones ’05
A&E Staff

Fox Networks

The only thing missing is J.Lo’s booty: In Living Color’s original cast,
including the Wayans brothers, Jamie Foxx and Jim Carrey (above), and the
unforgettable Homey the Clown (top, played by Damon Wayans).
Damon Wayans ended up leaving the
show during the second season. By the
midway point of the third season, the
show officially jumped the shark (quick
note-, www.jumptheshark.com, the only
website to inform you of the exact
moment that your favorite TV show
started to nosedive). The show seemed
like only-over-the top obscenity and
comedic absurdity to many of the
executives at FOX, and they ultimately
changed the format of the show. Bad
move. Eventually, all the Wayans had left
the show, Jim Carrey became Ace
Ventura, and, by the time the last season
rolled around, only a couple members

of the original cast were still kicking.
The final season of In Living Color
was in 1994. But its effects are still seen
on television today. As one of the first
shows (along with Married With
Children) to speak its mind and open the
television market to black culture, In
Living Color will always live on. Even
today, new shows are coming out with
the same format, most recently Cedric
the Entertainer’s measly attempt at a TV
show and the hilarious new Dave
Chapelle Show. For these shows, and any
future attempts at sketch comedy from a
non-white perspective, all inspiration can
be linked back to In Living Color.
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Violet On Stage: One Night Only
by Jennifer Skala

’05

Asst. Portfolio Editor

They hung on every note. They
waited for her voice to fill the room—
each breath between notes seemed like
an eternity. Violet had a gift and anyone
who had seen her perform before knew
that.
Every Saturday night, they would fill
the Silver Lounge, anxiously waiting for
her to take the stage. In a
short matter of a few short
story months, she had become
the club’s most popular act.
It was always difficult to find a seat on
nights Violet sang. Elegantly dressed
women and dapper men filled each of the
small, round candlelit tables surrounding
the dance floor and bar stools were taken
shortly after the lounge opened its doors.
Even though no one ever left the club
once Violet started her set, hopefuls still
waited outside behind the velvet rope just
in case.
Violet knew they were there to see her.
The food at the Silver Lounge was
horrible, the bartenders weren’t friendly
and her fellow singers just didn’t have
the talent she did. She dressed and acted
to play the part of the star. Every week
found her in a new long and slinky dress,
covered in sequins and altered to fit her
perfectly. Her makeup, hair, and
exquisite jewelry completed the look of
professional chanteuse.
But her voice was what mattered the
most. It was deep, rich, smoky and took
on a life of its own when she was on that
stage. It had power when she was
performing. Her voice washed over the
crowd, covering them in its velvet layers
and complex colors. Every week the
audience came for this cleansing, for this
baptism by jazz.
Tonight was no different from any
other Saturday night -— t he Silver
Lounge was packed and Violet was ready
for another spectacular show that would
leave her audience rapt. She sauntered
across the stage in a dark gown, dripping
with diamonds and attitude. She took her
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place in front of the white tuxedo-clad
band, amid the whoops and cheers from
the audience. “How is everyone
tonight?” she purred into the microphone
and the audience went wild. She nodded
to Jack the piano player and the band
began to play.
Violet’s voice eclipsed the talent of
the classically trained musicians backing
her. It poured out from her like honey
and drenched all who listened. The

audience was eating out of her hand as
she sensually strutted around the stage
and shot them coy looks from underneath
her long, full eyelashes. By now, singing
at the lounge had almost become a
routine. Violet didn’t get nervous
anymore and she wondered how much
longer she would be here— Vega or
Broadway or a record company could call.
But she still gave them a good show... she
would always give them a good show.

The Night of Trances
by Aislinn

Martin ’05

Portfolio Staff

“Yes, hello...Joseph? What’s
wrong? I can’t hear you.”
It was about 9:30 p.m. when the
whimpering voice on the other end of
the line requested that
SHORT
his mother come
story
home. It had seemed
unlikely that these mothers would get
through the evening without at least one
of them being forced to abbreviate her
stay in order to attend to some sort of
minor domestic crisis. The conversation
was brief. She set down the phone—it
was apparent to all of us that she would
be the first to leave. Whatever the news
from home had been, she had taken it
well. She had nodded her head; the tone
of her voice hadn’t conveyed the least
bit of her being inconvenienced. She
dropped her voice down and answered

“All right, Joseph, all right,” various
times over. Her murmured response had
been dutiful and meant to reassure the
shaken 12-year old on the other end of
the line.
After she hung up the phone, my aunt
Kathy began to relate to us the
particulars of the conversation. “Joseph
went for a walk by himself and was
frightened by a ‘scary lady’ sitting in her
car. He said that he thought she might
be dead. Nobody else is home right
now, so I have to go back.”
I knew that my aunt was
disappointed to have to leave, but she
wasn’t willing to let us know. I offered
that I go instead of her. Since Joseph
hadn’t felt compelled to call the police
over this woman and had only run home
and locked all the doors, it seemed it
wasn’t much cause for concern. I could
handle it. They thought so too. So off I
went to check up on my younger cousin.
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** **
Out on the road there are few street
lamps and the trees arch overhead
forming a tunnel for my car to travel
through. As I pass by the last of the
houses, the road begins to wind and I
can’t see which way it turns until I’m
right up on glowing road markers.
Then the trees part and my car rolls
out onto a narrow bridge. There is water
on either side. The white light from the
headlights fan out across the bridge. The
black water blends into the dark sky and

When it came time for the finale,
Violet stepped off stage and strolled into
the audience. She weaved her way
around the tables and belted out each
note of the song. She had complete
control of the audience at this point. As
she crooned the last high note, she closed
her eyes and gripped the microphone.
The applause was so loud, she almost
couldn’t hear herself, but she knew she
hit the note perfectly.
As Violet opened her eyes, she felt
her heartbeat finally beginning to slow
down. Nervous sweat had beaded along
her forehead and she wiped it off as she
quickly bowed. She walked off the stage
to a round of polite applause and she took
her place in a metal folding chair in the
front row. A thin man in tortoise shell
glasses walked up to the microphone and
cleared his throat before he began
speaking. “Thank you, Violet for your
take on Billie Holiday. This was Violet’s
second appearance at Open Mic night.
Next up we have...”

I focus straight ahead of me. I catch a
glimpse of starkly lit trees from the
comer of my eye as I reach the end of
the bridge. Driving this road feels like
being in a trance. I pass by deserted
beaches and still marshes. I turn off the
road and into the small village where my
cousin lives. The blinds on the houses
are drawn, the streets are dark, and there
isn’t anyone out walking. My car creeps
up the road and I begin to hope that I
won’t drive by that ‘scary lady.’
I make it to my cousin’s house. It
looks warm from the outside. Through
the window I can see him sitting
comfortably on the couch watching
television. I notice my uncle’s car out
in the driveway. I was glad that my aunt
hadn’t come home since he appeared to
be fine. I went up to the door and
knocked.
“Laura!” he jumped up. “What are
you doing here?” I explained to him and
my uncle that I had come to make sure
that Joseph was all right. My uncle
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Not your average Joe Millionaire
Portfolio Pass-Around Story
(Joan) “ So, Lois, what are you up
to tonight,” asked Clark, as they walked
side-by-side past the rows of
brownstone apartments.
“ I actually have a date with a guy
named Evan. We’re meeting in half an
hour for dinner at the most expensive
restaurant in town. Oh, Clark, he’s kind
of like you — tall, dark and handsome,
but he doesn't wear glasses or
anything...”
As Lois trailed off into an elaborate
description of Evan, Clark realized that,
as Lois said, he’d only have half an hour
to get ready for their date.
“Uh, yeah, Lois, as sweet as this guy
seems I gotta go. Have fun tonight.”
“But Clark, it’s only 5:30,” she said,
looking down at her watch. “Where do
you have to go?!” By the time she
looked up, Clark had vanished.
An hour later, Lois sat alone at a table
for two, anxiously waiting for her date
to arrive. Finally, Evan arrived,
stuttering over his own attempts to
apologize for his lateness.
“I apologize, Lois. It’s just that I had
to, uh, stop by the bank...to cash a
check. Yeah, a check. I don’t know if I
already told you, but I just inherited $50
million, so the money situation is a little
overwhelming.”
All through dinner, as Evan talked
about his bottomless bank account, Lois
couldn’t help but dream of him whisking
her away to some swanky French
chateau with his new money...but her
dream was cut short as Evan’s pager
sounded. Evan looked at the text
message in dismay: “Clark, we need you
back at the construction site ASAP.
Don’t forget your hardhat.”
(Jen) Evan nervously glanced up at
Lois and fumbled over what to say. “Ah
Lois...I um have to uh...go back to
the..bank. They paged me about a
problem with my account. There
uh...might be more money than we
thought.” Evan snatched up his coat and

apologized, promising Lois that he
would call her to reschedule. Lois
was too wrapped up in her croissantlaced fantasies to let his hasty
departure bother her. She knew
Evan would call and when he
did, she’d be waiting by the
phone.
Clark rushed to the
construction site, shedding
“Evan’s” clothes as he went.
He quickly threw on his hard
hat and glasses as he entered
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the condemned building.
“Where have you been, Kent? We
called all over looking for you!” yelled
Clark’s boss.
“Actually, I was out on a date...”
mumbled Clark.
“A date?!” his boss scoffed. “You
make $16,000 a year! How can you
afford to feed yourself, let along anyone
else! Ha!”
(Chris)“I do too have a date!” Clark
protested.
Clark’s boss shot back at him
immediately. “Even if that’s true, which
I doubt, I don’t really care. We need you
here. The owner of our company, Mr.
Warbucks, is coming to check out our
little operation. And I’m sure you don’t

WE GAINED WEIGHT
Seen our Scholarship Channel lately?

want to get fired, now, do
you?”
“No sir,” said Clark,
disappointed that he would have to miss
the rest of his date with Lois. Just as he
was thinking about giving Lois a call as
Evan to break the news, Mr. Warbucks
walked into the building.
“Hello, all! I just came by to see how
my little investment is working out. I see
you’re making good progress turning
this condemned building into an
exclusive high-rise apartment complex.
It looks great. Looks like a couple
million dollars more in my bank
account!” Mr. Warbucks couldn’t help
but chuckle at his great, soon-to-be
increasing wealth. But then he noticed
Clark’s sour mood.
“What’s wrong there, sport?” he said
to Clark.
“Oh, nothing, sir. It’s just...I had to
walk out on my date to come to work.”
“Really? Well, nothing’s more
important to me than the happiness of
my employees, except, of course, for my
money. Since this site is going so well,
why don’t you go back to your date? I
don’t mind at all!”
Clark’s boss didn’t like the sound of
this. “Mr. Warbucks, sir! I don’t believe
Clark for a second! He probably just
doesn’t want to work. I’d bet a million
bucks he doesn’t really have a date!”
“Sounds good to me,” said Mr.
Warbucks. “In fact, why not make it $50
million? If Clark brings his date here,
I’ll give him $50 million. If he doesn’t,
I’ll give it to you. Why? Because I’m
rich, crazy, and can do whatever I want!”
“Thank you, sir,” Clark began. “I’ll
have Lois here in no time. You really
should meet her, too.” Mr.Warbucks
laughed but his boss said, “Get going
Kent.”
He took off his hard hat and left the
site at a run. He got back to the restaurant

out of breath and
pushed
passed
people waiting near
the door. Lois’ table
was empty. The
waitress in charge
of seating looked at
him curiously in his
work clothes. He
didn’t give her a
chance to speak.
“Where is the
woman who was
sitting
at that table? Table 10?”
“Really, sir, you can’t expect
me to know that. Do you have a
reservation for dinner here? The manager
is strict about the dress of...”
“Thanks anyway,” he shouted
suddenly and ran out for he had spotted
Lois across the street looking leisurely
in a store window under the growing
dusk.
“Lois! You have to come to my
construction site right away or someone
else will get $50 million!” She looked
at him in surprise.
“Pardon?” Then it came to Clark that
she didn’t recognize him. (And that his
explanation hadn’t been quite
intelligible.)
“It’s me Clark — I mean Evan!”
“Clark,yYou aren’t Evan, even if
there is a resemblance. Now if you’ll
excuse me... ” She started to wal k away.
He realized he still had his glasses on.
He hurriedly removed them and ran to
catch up with her.
(Aislinn) As she walked away, she
realized that the construction worker had
shouted something out to her about $50
million. Maybe he was worth paying
attention to after all. Lois stopped just
as Clark grabbed her arm. She spun
around, and because he wasn’t wearing
his glasses she was able to look straight
into his eyes. “Evan!”
“Lois!”
“Evan?...Why are you wearing that
uniform? What about the $50 million.”
Clark briefly considered telling Lois
the truth. But he wondered; could she
possible love me for who I am? The risk
was far too great.“I didn’t want you to
have to find out this way, but you know
the $50 millionl told you about?
“Of course! Did your uncle decide to
disinherit you?”
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A Tiny Alternative to
the Googleplex
Friday Night Film Series:
“Saints and Sinners in Classic Film”
Continues this Friday!!
Febraury 14 “The Seventh Seal”
Watch a Crusader Play Chess with Death!!!
(A Cheap Valentine’s Date!!!)
And Don’t Forget the
Other Remaining Screenings:

February 28 “The Gospel Acc. to St. Matthew”
March 21 “Nazarin”

April 4 “The Sacrifice”
All Films Fridays at 7:00
Feinstein 312

Refreshments and Discussion to Follow
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by Joan

Barker ’04

Portfolio Editor

Staring through the fresh cut of a martini glass,
As sinking snow began to disengage a white haze,
A sweet vermouth coated her tongue
And warmed her throat as it soaked its way down.
Maybe he would notice,
Through different strands of hair,
The ring left on his pillow.

[ Three weeks later, with the stale tea aftertaste
of fresh artichoke in between
breadcrumb batter and tablesalt,
she remembered peeling with
wet fingers and careless precision.]
The snow has melted and old water boils.

Against the
Current
by

Christopher Parcels ’04
Portfolio Staff

I don’t know what we’re
Doing my
Taxes are too
High as a
Kite flying in
March in the
Parade of the toy
Soldiers dying far away from
Here we
Are you
Okay.
No I’m
Not listening to
You are the mist of
Morning fog fills the
Air is what I
Breathe me
In your
Heart of the
Matter of
. Fact of
Life imprisonment.
He doesn’t know
Either we fight or we make
Peace of
Mind and
Body
Count your eggs before they
Hatch a
Plan to leave
Early to bed and early to
Rise up shepherd and
Follow the
Leader of the free
World of pain.

Song of Our Lady
by

Sara Schepis ’04
Portfolio Staff

Mater sanctissima, Dulcis Virgo, ora pro nobis
(Mother most blessed, sweet Virgin pray for us)
Thou, Mother who didst bring to birth
The King of all unfading glory.
Thy grant fiat didst then begin
Salvation’s Incarnation story—
Spread your soft mantle over earth.
Heart crowned with flowers

Crowned with flowers
Spirit overshadowed!

O Holy daughter blessed thou art
Who trusted that the angel’s word
To her would be fulfilled with love,
Who 'naught’s beyond the Lord’ hath heard
And pondered this within her heart.

Crowned with the stars
Crowned with stars
The star of the sea!

Ah, Virgin by her child kneels
That sweet, cold, clear night darkness fled The ivory tower, mystic rose!
The broken serpent skull you tread
Through this Son’s might, this One who heals
Ave plena gratiae! O fov?,fov? nos
Duce nos ad cunabula tui Filii
(Hail full of grace! O cradle, cradle us
To lead us to the cradle of thy Son)
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Veiled
by Jessica Bon vino
Portfolio Staff

’04

Physically,
all that separates us
are books and an antique table
and perhaps depending on the day
some lingering plates
half filled with sandwich remains
or a few fries.
Emotionally, we have blockades
as unbreakable as heavy stones,
where no weapon forged by man
can shatter.
Instead,
only God’s power could bring us
together,
or even Cupid with his silly arrows,
if only he had better aim.
So, we sit and talk
about the future and the past.
And though, we sit so close,
we do not connect
in the ways that
can only be dreamt.
And perhaps some feelings
are better left unnoticed
and hidden under hearts
that fear too much to
tell their secrets.
For friendships have been
destroyed because
some few could
not tame their tongues
or their hearts’ desires.

Yet,
this tongue
though yearning to
speak with passion
and longing
will remain muted
until the barriers are
broken
and
never built again.
Or perhaps,
these hungers will never
reach your ear
because they’ll be forgotten
by the longer
and the feelings
will remain as special as
they are in
friendship as they could
be in love.
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First Date

Driver

by

continued from page 24

Katie McBrine ’04
Portfolio Staff

smiled at my unnecessary concern.
“Well, do you want to go for a
walk?” my cousin asked. It seemed that
with my being there he had been
suddenly reminded of something. I
figured that since I had driven all the way
out there I might as well. “Let me get
my flashlight.”
We set off down the street. We passed
by a street lamp that concentrated a small
ring of light on the pavement directly
beneath it. The night was especially
warm for the Cape. The air was thick
and almost hazy. I looked down the road;
it was dark except for where Joseph’s
flashlight bounced around on the
branches of the trees and the sides of the
old houses. He halted. “There’s the car.”
We slowed our steps accordingly. I
felt myself regretting ever agreeing to
go out on this walk. It was like the time
when I was 14 and I let him lead me
through yards of thistles and underbrush
in order to get a place he called “turtle’s
paradise” only to emerge from the
thicket without having seen a single
turtle and completely infected with
poison ivy. But this scene was too
convincing and the hunt too exciting.
The lady’s car was an old ‘80’s
model Ford mini-van. It was a washed
out blue in the moonlight, and it was
parked at such an angle that its end jutted
out into the street and the front was
perched up on the curb and almost
touching the old dark roadside house.
The hedges beside the house had long
been let go and they draped up over the
side of the van, engulfing it in shadows.
It seemed as though the driver had gone
completely mad, like she had delighted
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in the prospect of driving straight into
the house when suddenly, she had lost
the nerve and stopped only inches away.
We moved slowly up from behind the
car. I told myself that it always
happens— you expect something to be
there that’s never there. I couldn’t take
my eyes off the car. At that moment I
perfectly understood what it must be like
for people in those horror films that go
down into basements against their better
judgment. I felt compelled to keep
moving. The both of us were silent as
my cousin’s light panned the side of the
car like he was investigating a sunken
ship. The darkness seemed to rush out
of the van windows like liquid ink. And
there she was. Just as he had said,

slumped over on the driver’s side of the
car and half hanging out the window.
My cousin gasped. I grabbed him by
the arm and we took off down the street.
In the warm light of the house, I blurted
out what we had seen to my uncle. He
ran to the van. We waited. My cousin
locked the doors again. I felt ashamed.
I had run — I hadn’t even asked if she
needed help.
We watched out the window, waiting
for sirens, for people to come running
down the road. But we saw my uncle
walking coolly up the front yard. “Some
guy, smoking a cigarette,” he said
smiling, at my unnecessary concern.

Clark Kent: Construction Hero
continued from page 25
“My uncle? Ah, yeah actually. He
said that I’m worthless and that I don’t
have a decent job. He said any selfrespecting man would—”
“So, you’re a construction worker.
What’s wrong with that?” Clark realized
that he could tell her the truth right now.
She’d be disappointed of course, but
eventually she might be able to move
beyond his compulsive lying, his
multiple identities, and low bracket
yearly income—to see him for the man
that he really is.

Evan—er,Clark, ignored the fleeting
good sense that passed through his head.
“Lois, once my uncle Warbucks heard
about you his attitude toward me
changed dramatically! His faith in me
was renewed when he learned that a
woman had fallen in love with me! You
see—he was overcome with emotion
because there has never been a woman
in his life. And his whole life has been
empty and tragic despite all the money
he has. His existence has been incredibly
painful and now he hopes to live
vicariously through me.”
“So what do you want me to do?
Marry you?”

St. Patrick’s Day
T-Shirt Design

“Actually why don’t you just
come back with me to the construction
site. I think Mr. War—I mean, my
uncle, would like to meet you...”
(Joan) As Clark took Lois to pick up
the bet-winning $50 million, he couldn’t
help but feel relieved that his lies hadn’t
ruined his chances with the woman he
loved. Sure, he had less integrity than a
rat, and his propensity for lying made
his personality weaker than Superman
strapped to a bed ofkryptonite, but Clark
had the girl, the money, and the ego
boost to last a lifetime. And so they lived
happily ever after. The End.

“Mom! My hair is going crazy. Fix
it! Fix it!” A small curl hung in front of
her baby-blue eyes.
“Sweetie, you look beautiful. You’ll
SHORT be the prettiest girl there.
STORY I’m positive your date
will agree.”
Eva scraped her leg with her finger
to pull up her white stockings. Her pinky
nail went right through.
“Oh no! I have a run!”
“Don’t worry honey, I bought you
two pairs just in case.”
Relieved, Eva thanked her mom with
a kiss on her
cheek. Opening
the top drawer of
her vanity, Eva’s
mom took out a
black tube of pale
pink lipstick. She
puckered up to
show Eva what to
do. Her daughter
made a fish face.
GOOGLE.COM
“Good enough,”
her mom said with
a giggle. She has always been a tomboy,
she thought. It was so nice to see her in
a dress, finally.
Her mother handed her a pink
carnation boutonniere.
“Mom, isn’t it too short? All the other
girls are gonna have long flowers.”
Worry welled up in her eyes.
“Sweetie, this one is for your date.
He brings your flowers. You pin this on
his jacket.”
“I don’t know how to do that. What
am I gonna do?”
“I’ll do it for you. I don’t think he’ll
mind at all.” The calm of Eva’s mother
was contagious. Eva pulled herself up
onto mom’s vanity stool.
“You know, when i asked him if he
would go he was so excited. He was
really happy.”
“Of course he was, Honey.”
Eva peered over the into the vanity
mirror. Her feet anxiously dangled above
the pine wood floor. A knock on the
bedroom door sent her heart aflutter. Eva
jumped from her bed and tackled the
doorknob. She swung the door open. Her
first date stood handsomely before her,
matching long stem carnations in hand.
“Eva, you look so pretty.”
She blushed, “Oh Daddy!” He held
out his arm, and the girl stretched up on
her toes to take her place. He was the
proudest date at the dance that night.

Office, of Academic Services (OAS)
Providence College

Need

a tutor in one or more of
YOUR COURSES?

Want individual

academic

SUPPORT?

All designs due in the
congress office by Feb. 19th

sponsored by the class of 2004
questions? PC04@providence.edu

Want to schedule an

academic

WORKSHOP?

...THEN

CONTACT

THE

OAS
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How did you get your
date for Valentine’s Day?

“We worked our usual street comer.”
Nate Mockler ’06
Josh Berry ’06

“I got him drunk and told him
he’s marrying me.”
Nicole Bourgea ’03

“Wendy’s chicken value meal now comes with a
free date, so we’re heading there.”
Kristi Burns ’04 Caitlin Cahalan ’04 Kristen Zaleski ’04

“The same way I got my A.”
Amy Ry ter ’04

“I’m holding auditions Thursday
night at the Fish Co.”
Maria Cimina ’04

“The new WDOM 10th caller contest.”
Meg Kronberg ’05
Steve Delbos ’05

Grace and Karen
“We heard there’s a sale on cheap dates
at Barney’s this week.”

Sports
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The PC Scoreboard
Scores • Standings • Statistics • Schedules • Standouts

Standouts

Roisin McGettigan

Nolan Schaefer

Jenn Butsch

Women’s Indoor Track
Senior—Wicklow, Ireland

Men’s Hockey
Senior—Yellow Grass, Saskatchewan

McGettigan broke the PC record in the
indoor 800 meters on Feb 7 at Boston
University. Her time of 2:05.91, the third
fastest time run by an NCAA athlete this
season, qualified her for the NCAA
Indoor Track Championships.

Schaefer recorded 28 saves to lead the
men’s hockey team to a 6-1 victory over
UMass Lowell on Feb. 7, and stopped a
career high 46 shots to lead the Friars to an
upset over No. 4 New Hampshire on
Sunday, Feb. 9.

Women’s Hockey
Senior—Berlin, Vt.
Butsch registered one goal and two assists,
leading the Friars to a weekend sweep of
UConn. The points gave Butsch 100 for
her career, and made her the 23rd player ir
the history of PC women’s hockey to
break the 100 point mark in scoring.

Scores

Schedules

Friday 2/7
Women’s Hockey vs. Connecticut
Men’s Hockey at UMass-Lowell
Women’s Indoor Track at BU/BC

W, 3-2
W, 6-1
Ind. Results

Saturday 2/8
Women’s Basketball vs. Pittsburgh
Men’s Basketball vs. Connecticut
Women’s Swimming at Sacred Heart
Women’s Hockey at Connecticut
Men’s Indoor Track at BU/BC

W, 57-54
L, 84-68
W, 148-95
W, 2-1
Ind. Results

Sunday 2/9
Men’s Hockey vs. New Hampshire

W, 5-2

Wednesday 2/12
Men’s Basketall vs. Boston College
Women’s Hockey vs. Brown

Thursday 2/13
Women’s Basketball vs. Seton Hall

7:30 p.m.

Friday 2/14
Men’s Hockey at Maine
Women’s Hockey at Quinnipiac

7 p.m.
7 p.m.

Saturday 2/15
2 p.m.
Men’s Basketball at St. John’s
7 p.m.
Men’s Hockey at Maine
Women’s and Men’s Track at Fast-Race Invitational (BU)

Sunday 2/16
Women’s Basketball vs. Notre Dame
Women’s Hockey at Quinnipiac

2 p.m.
2 p.m.

Monday 2/17
Men’s Basketball vs. Miami

7:30 p.m.

Wednesday 2/19
Women’s Basketball at Syracuse

7 p.m.

L, 80-69
W, 4-3

Standings
Men’s Basketball Big East “ East” Division

Team

Big East
Overall
W-L Pct. W-L Pct.

Villanova
Connecticut
St. John’s
Boston College
Miami
Virginia Tech

6-2

Providence

3-7

6-3
4-5
4-5
3-6
3-6

.750
.667
.444
.444
.333
.333
.300

13-8
15-5
11-8
11-9
10-10
10-10

.619
.750
.579
.556
.500
.500

10-11 .476

USCHO.com Division 1 Women’s Hockey Poll

Team

Record

Pts

Harvard (15)
Minnesota-Duluth
Minnestota
Dartmouth
New Hampshire
St. Lawrence
Wisconsin
Princeton

19-1-0
24-2-2

150
135
119

Providence

16-6-6

37

Mercyhurst

22-6-1

19

22-3-1
17-6-0
21-5-2
18-6-3
16-6-5
14-6-2

104
85
75
59
41

Sports
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Bizarre game twists, turns PC’s way
by

Virginia Cheng ’03

Asst. Sports Editor

In a hard-fought and bizarre
game between the Providence
women’s hockey team and
cross-town rival Brown, the
Friars beat the Bears for the first
time since 1998. Even though
several unusual
circumstances
presented
themselves
during the matchup, in the end,
the Friars managed to pull out a
narrow 4-3 victory with help
from their special teams.
Providence got off to a quick
start in the first period and had
several chances to score, but
Brown went on the board first
on a power play goal at the
14:23 mark.
The Friars
answered less than four minutes
later with a power play goal of
their own off of a 5-on-3
advantage. Senior Danielle
Culgin scored, assisted by
senior Jenn Butsch and junior
Meredith Roth.
The second period was when
things started getting a little
odd. After a goal by junior
Darlene Stephenson at the 2:19
mark to put Providence up 2-1,
Brown appeared to get the puck
past Friar goalie Jana Bugden
but another PC player went
behind Bugden and pulled it
out. The red light went off, but
it was unclear from the referee’s
point of view whether or not the
puck crossed the goal line and
no whistle was blown to stop the
play. Providence took control

of the puck, skated down to the
other end, and found the back
of the net. This time, the whistle
was blown and the officials met
to discuss the situation. Finally,
they declared that Brown had
indeed scored originally, so they
discounted Providence’s goal
and added time back to the
clock.
At the 8:08 mark of the same
period, sophomore Rush
Zimmerman tipped in a slapshot
by junior Kelli Halcisak to put
PC back on top, 3-2. A few
minutes later, the Friars only
sent four players onto the ice
after a line change even though
the team was not on penalty.
They played with one man
down for nearly a minute before
a fan in the stands yelled across
the ice to alert Head Coach Bob
Deraney of the situation. While
that temporary mental mistake
did not cost the Friars anything,
another lapse in defense
allowed the Bears to tie the
game at the 16:32 mark.
Another controversial
situation arose in the third
period when senior Melanie
Ruzzi jumped out of the penalty
box a few seconds too soon.
None of the officials noticed,
but the person who was
manning the box alerted them
at the next whistle. Ruzzi was
sent back to the box, but only
had to serve 15 more seconds.
Providence finally pulled ahead
for good on another power play
goal at the 5:43 mark.
Stephenson notched her second
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Senior Melanie Ruzzi (above) left the penalty box early against Brown Wednesday night,
resulting in a controversy that landed Ruzzi back in the box for 15 more seconds.
goal of the game on a rebound
from another Halcisak slapshot.
Brown out-shot Providence
36-34, but Bugden held her
ground to hold on for the win.
While the Bears are not
currently a nationally ranked
team, they still hold a strong
reputation as a formidable
opponent.
During the home-and-home
series against UConn last
weekend, the Friars were in
another tight situation as the

Huskies battled to the very end
in both games. In the last
meeting between the two teams,
UConn stunned Providence
with a 2-2 tie.
The two wins against UConn
were vital for Hockey East
standings, while the win against
Brown was an important
stepping-stone for the Friars’
quest toward a Frozen Four bid.
Providence, which is ranked
ninth in the nation, now holds a
17-6-6 record overall and are

11-1-1 in the Hockey East.
“We know we’re in the
Hockey East Championships,
but we want to be more than
that,” said Deraney. “Not that
we’re taking that for granted,
but we’ve already accomplished
that goal. Our next goal is to
get to 20 wins and also to get to
the national tournament. The
only way we’re going to do that
is continue to win.”

CLASSIFIEDS
MISCELLANEOUS

Apartments for Rent! Pembroke Ave
near PC 1st, 2nd, 3rd, floors 3 Large
Bedrooms, new kitchen appliances,
stove, refrigerator, dishwasher, new gas
baseboard heat, and gas hot water, new
bathrooms. Secure area with lighted
parking. $1100 per month Call 2747763
Sports Teams ~ Clubs ~ Student
Groups Earn $l,000-$2,000 this

semester with a proven
CampusFundraiser 3 hour fundraising
event. Our programs make
fundraising easy with no risks.

Fundraising dates are filling quickly, so
get with the programs! It works.
Contact Campusfundraiser.com at
(888) 923-3238, or visit
www.campusfundraiser.com
Bartender Trainees Needed $250 a

day potential Local Positions 1-800293-3985 ext. 199

University Bartending
Classes start soon; Student discounts
1-800-U-C AN-MIX
WWW.UNIVERSITYBARTENDtNG.COM
Space limited; Call for information!!

SPRING BREAK
#1 Spring Break Vacations! Cancun, Jamaica,
Bahamas, and Florida. Best Parties! Best Hotels!
Best Prices! Group Organizers Travel Free! Space
is Limited! Hurry Up & Book Now!
1 -800-234-7007 endlesssummertours.com
***ACT NOW! LAST CHANCE TO GUARANTEE
THE BEST SPRING BREAK PRICES TO ALL

DESTINATIONS. RESPS NEEDED ... TRAVEL
FREE, EARN $$$ GROUP DISCOUNTS FOR 6+.
WWW.LEISURETOURS.COM /
800-838-8203
SPRING BREAK is now sponsored by Student Express!
4, 5, & 7 night Spring Break vacations to Cancun,
Acapulco, Mazatlan, S. Padre, Jamaica, Florida, Bahamas
and Las Vegas. #1 parties with exclusive appearances by
DJ SKRIBBLE and SHAGGY!! Reliable air and hotel.
Book NOW get $30 rebate PLUS 2 for 1 MEAL PLANS.
Call 800-787-3787 or visit www.studentexnress.com for
details. Starting at $439!!!
SPRING BREAK ’03! Air, Hotel, FREE FOOD,
FREE DRINKS, 150% Lowest Price Guarantee! REPS
WANTED! Organize 15 friends, earn 2 FREE TRIPS,

VIP treatment! Call 1-800-293-1445 ore-mail
sales@studentcity.com today!

www.thecowl.com
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Short-handed Friars snap loss streak
by

Ryan Diirkay ’05
Sports Staff

The Providence College Women’s
Basketball team has been having
problems lately, and its most recent game
was no different.
Looking to snap a five-game losing
streak and to stay in the Big East playoff
race, the Friars entered the game against
Pittsburgh without senior starter Kacee
Wheeler and sophomore forward
Quianna Copeland, the team’s main
contributor off the bench.
With the
WOMEN’S circumstances at
BASKETBALL hand and given the
way the Friars have
recently played, it was almost certain
that it would be another long day for
Providence College. But in a league
where anything can happen, the Friars
stepped onto the court and played hard
for a full 40 minutes, demonstrating
something that has been rarely seen in
Mullaney Gym this season — heart,
which led Providence to an ugly but
important 57-54 win over the Panthers.
PC opened up the game early with a
13-4 run in the first six minutes,
capitalizing on easy lay-ups. However,
the Friars, like they have been for much
of the season, ran into turnover
problems, and were unable to maintain
a good offensive flow.
The nine-point lead soon dwindled
and the Panthers stormed back into the
game with a 7-0 run of their own, led by
Laine Selwyn who scored a game high
23 points. Both teams traded baskets
and the Friars went into the locker room
with a two-point lead at 26-24.
There were encouraging surprises for
Head Coach Susan Yow in the first half.
The Friars displayed grit and

determination, which has been lacking
at key points in the season.
Yow received production from the PC
bench, led by junior Kristen Quinn, who
had eight points at the half and 14 for
the game. This is a far cry from the
bench that was virtually absent in the last
couple of games against Seton Hall, West
Virginia, and Virginia Tech, where
combined it was outscored 76-20.
“I just tried to look for my open shot
so I could contribute more on offense,”
said Quinn.
The Friars started the second half
looking probably the worst that they
have all season. Led by Selwyn and
Mandy Wittenmyer, who finished the
game with 14 points, Pittsburgh took the
lead two minutes into the second half and
pushed it up to as many as five points.
Faced with the prospect of a loss that
would allow the Panthers to move up and
past PC in the Big East standings, the
Friars scored three three-point field goals
in two minutes to tie the game at 39 all.
“This was probably the ugliest game
that we have played all year long, but I
am just happy that we found a way to
get a win,” said Yow.
With the score tied at 39, the Friars
and the Panthers began to trade buckets,
but it was the Panthers who took a lead
with seven minutes left, 49-45. The
concern was which Friar team would
show up down the stretch — the team
that was in the midst of a five-game
losing streak or the team that had won
six of eight games earlier this year. In
the next seven minutes, the Friars
reverted to their old form, outscoring the
Panthers 12-5. With big baskets down
the stretch by sophomore Jessica
Simmonds, who finished with 16 points,
and by sophomore Michal Epstein, who
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Michal Epstein (13) runs into traffic against Pittsburgh Saturday afternoon.
had 13 points, including two free throws find themselves in 10th place ahead of
with less than 20 seconds left, to put the West Virginia, St. John’s, Pittsburgh, and
Friars up by three, Providence was able Syracuse. The Friars’ two closest
competitors are Syracuse and Pittsburgh.
to hold on for the win.
“I was just trying not to think, I tried Providence plays Syracuse next week
to block everything out and pretend that and has swept the season series with
I was just by myself shooting at Pittsburgh.
“This game was a big win for us; not
practice,” said Epstein.
The tactic worked and in one of the only does it help build our character, but
team’s ugliest games this season, the we are probably going to be fighting with
Friars pulled out a desparately needed Pitt for a place in the Big East
win. Now with six games left, the Friars tournament,” said Quinn.
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stops career-high MCC’s a bridge
46 saves in Sunday’s 5-2 win over troubled
PC waters?
Schaefer:

Friars swimming eyes Metropolitan
Conference Championships, but wonder
what might have been at the ECACs
Stephanie LaCharite ’06
Sports Staff
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continued from back page
Area, a performance that came
on the heels of stopping 28 of
29 shots Friday at UMassLowell in a 6-1 Friar win.
Upon returning from
representing Team USA in the
World Junior Championships,
freshman Bobby Goepfert made
a strong attempt to wrestle the
Friars’ starting job away from
Schaefer. Goepfert made four
starts in a row over two
weekends in late January and
had appeared to be the Friars’
choice to go with in net as they
headed into February. But three
losses in four games opened the
door for Schaefer, who made
the most of a Jan. 28 start
against Brown and, sporting a
new look, turned away 36 shots,
a remarkable feat after not
seeing any game action for 17
days.
“It’s not really superstitious,
I just enjoy playing around with
it, keep people guessing,”
Schaefer said of his return to his
golden locks. “It is a
coincidence that it has happened
that way, but I better stay with
the blonde.”
After Pooley pulled Goepfert
after the second period against
Northeastern on Jan. 31,
Schaefer shut the door and
made 12 saves in relief. Since
then, Schaefer has been the man
in goal for Providence’s last
three victories.
“Nolan looks like he did
sophomore year when he was
unbeatable,” said graduate
student Peter Fregoe. “He has
been playing the puck well, the
best I’ve seen in years.”
The Friars skated just five
defensemen over the weekend
after the injury bug hit D-men
Jason Pemberton (concussion)
and Jeff Mason (wrist). With
more pressure placed on
Schaefer, the Friars responded
in a big way, picking up four
badly-needed points to move
within one (20-19) of Boston
University for fourth place in
the Hockey East Conference
and home ice in the playoffs.
“I was really concerned
when I first heard that we had
just five defensemen, but the
way we have been playing the

Above: Junior left
wing Peter Zingoni
weaves through the
UNH defense
Sunday.
Right: Junior right
wing Jonathan
Goodwin (left)
celebrates the goal
of senior
defenseman
Stephen Wood (6)
with freshman
defenseman Luke
Irwin (2).
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last couple of games, maybe we
should go with that all the time,”
Schaefer said. “It’s coming
down toward the end of the year
and I think we’ve realized that
it’s time to bear down.”
The Friars have rediscovered
the formula that made them
successful at the beginning of
the season when they ripped off
seven straight wins. Junior
Stephen Wood finished the
weekend with three goals and
is anchoring a blue line that is
improving game-by-game.
Fregoe and senior Devin Rask
have become a formidable pair,
tied for the team lead in goals
with 17 apiece. Senior Jon
DiSalvatore has scored at least
one goal in four of the last five
games.
“We have four lines going
now and when we have that
going, we are a tough team to
beat,” Fregoe said. “Everybody
is contributing.”
With the win against UNH,
the Friars have defeated the socalled “Big Four” of the Hockey
East—UNH, BU, Maine and
Boston College—at least once
this season. The last time that
happened, in 2001, Providence
advanced to the NCAA
Tournament.

“We are taking it one game
at a time and asking the guys to
be focused out there,” said
Pooley. “Every face-off and
shift is important. When we get
away from that, we are not an
effective hockey club.”
Whether the hair color
switch makes Schaefer a
modern-day Samson or not, a
team can ride a goaltender
through the playoffs if he
remains hot. In the case of the
Friars, PC hopes that Schaefer’s
play will propel them down the
stretch as they make their climb
up the Hockey East standings.
Providence will play two twogame sets in the next two
weekends against No. 2 Maine
and No. 11 BU and the team
knows that its future is all up to
them. But if efforts like the one
against UNH continue, and
Schaefer remains in top form,
the Friars will be in the NCAA
Tournament come March.
“When you win the game as
a goalie, you get a lot of praise,”
said Schaefer. “When you lose,
you get blamed. The guys are
allowing me to see the puck and
I’ve been stopping them. The
puck just seems to hit me so it’s
been going well for us.”

The Providence College
Women’s Swimming and
Diving team ended its regular
season on a high note, winning
its last meet against Sacred
Heart University, 148-95.
The win
SWIMMING brings the
AND DIVING men’s and
women’s
teams regular season to a close,
and leaves only
the
Metropolitan Conference
Championships (MCC) before
the season officially ends.
In addition to the women
winning their final meet of the
regular season, they swept the
diving events, placing first,
second and third—something
they had yet to accomplish this
season. Sophomore Jamie
Modon-Cohen took first place
for the divers, while senior Kate
Fuller led the swimmers with
three individual first-place
finishes.
Although the team had a
great performance against
Sacred Heart, it now has to
prepare for the MCCs, which
will take place in Piscataway,
N.J., Feb. 21-23. There will be
15 teams attending the
championship. The swimmers
will participate in qualifying
races in the mornings, and the
top 24 swimmers in each race
will be in the final rounds later
each day.
“We’re hoping to get as
many people as we can to swim
twice a day and score as many
points as we can as a team,” said
Head Coach Michelle GacioHarrolle.
Although the Friars are
focusing on the MCCs, they are
not the only championship
events that are taking place. The
Big East Championships and
the ECAC Championships are
also happening in the next few
weeks.
The Big East Champ
ionships will be taking place in
East Meadow, N.Y., Feb. 20-22.
However, Providence did not
have any swimmers or divers
meet qualifying times to be a
part of the tournament and will
not be attending.
Two women’s divers from
PC qualified for the ECAC
Championships, which is
scheduled for Feb. 27-March 1
in Pittsburgh, Penn. ModonCohen and senior Mary Burke
were the two qualifying divers,
but Gacio-Harrolle said they
will not be able to attend due to
the team’s focus on the MCCs
and the girls’ heavy course loads
this semester.
“It would be really great if
we had a coach to take us there,”
was the comment from Burke,
contrary to what Gacio-Harolle
had said. “Jamie and I qualified
for the tournament, but

unfortunately we are not
attending because we do not
have a coach who can take us.”
The diving coach, Newell
Roberts, will be unable to attend
the ECAC meet, due largely
because of prior work
commitments and to the fact
that he will already be taking off
for
the
Metropolitan
Conference Championships,
which the team will be focusing
upon. When Gacio Harolle was
asked why someone else didn’t
go with the divers to the ECAC
meet, she simply explained that
the team’s focus was elsewhere.
Although opposing stories
linger, it is evident that neither
the men’s or women’s
swimming and diving teams
will be attending the ECAC
Championships even though
two divers and possibly more
swimmers could qualify for the
tournament.
“We still have a chance to
qualify for ECACs; a few of our
relay teams or freshman Seth
Brockman could still make it,”
said senior Pat Kavanagh.
“Even if we are not going as a
team to it, it is still a really good
goal to have and a great
achievement.”
On that note, the men’s and
women’s teams will only be
concentrating
on
their
performance in the MCCs, as it
will be the last event of their
season. The teams are upbeat
about going and hope to do very
well there.
“We’re all really excited for
it, and it’s a great way to end
the season with a championship
meet,” said Burke.
“I feel really good about
going there,” said Kavanagh.
“We’ve had three wins this
semester and everyone swam
really well in our last meet
against Vermont.”
Gacio-Harrolle has already
been
scoping out the
competition for the event and
although it will be the team’s
first time participating, she
expects both the men’s and
women’s teams to finish in the
top ten. The Friars have
previously competed against
some of the other attending
teams, like Mount St. Mary’s,
and overall Gacio-Harrolle feels
the Friars are somewhere in the
middle of the competition.
“I expect to have [individual
swimmers] in the top 24 for
each event,” said Gacio
Harrolle. “I think this is a good
opportunity for us to compete
against schools our same size
and non-scholarship.”
Even though the teams have
had a good second-half season
and are “ready-to-go” for the
Metropolitan Conference
Championships, there still
seems to be a bit of
disappointment among some of
the team’s seniors about not
participating in the ECAC
Championships.
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BC’s Bell breaks record, Friars’ back
by

Lauren DeMauro ’05
Asst. Sports Editor

Another game, another long night for
the Providence College Men’s
Basketball team. With six games
remaining and their playoff hopes in
jeopardy, the Friars are still looking for
a way to win, the
MEN’S latest loss coming
BASKETBALL at the hands of
Boston College,
80-69, Wednesday night at the Dunkin’
Donuts Center.
Head coach Tim Welsh’s squad
couldn’t find an answer for the Eagles
second half offense, led by senior guard
Troy Bell, who despite starting off the
night with an air ball, picked up his shots
for the rest of the night en route to 33
points, including a 20-point explosion in
the final 20 minutes of play, to break the
BC career-scoring record and the hearts
of the Friars.
Down two points to start the second
half, the Friars opened up in the tight 23 zone they had played the entire first
half, but the Eagles caught the hot hand
from outside, hitting eight of their first
10 shots by overloading their guards on
one side of the floor. The Friars’ zone
didn’t shift over to guard the extra player,
leading to three consecutive threepointers, the first of which turned out to
be a four-point play for Bell. After a
timeout, PC quickly switched to manto-man defense for the rest of the game.
“They hit their first eight of 10 shots
in the second half, so we switched from
the zone to man,” said Welsh. “When
you get down by double-digits, it’s hard
to sit on the zone.”
Unfortunately for the Friars, the manto-man defense didn’t change the
situation either. Both teams traded
buckets over a four-minute period, and
while scoring was half the battle for
Providence, what it really needed to do
was find a way to slow down the Eagles
on the offensive end. The Friars even
tried a 1-2-2 press with junior Maris
Laksa at the top to disrupt the Boston
College guards, but to no avail, with
Providence finding itself with a 14-point
hole to climb out of midway through the
second half.
“They came out in the second half,
and hit a lot of shots,” said sophomore
Rob Sanders. “We didn’t play very good
defense. We were hitting a lot of our
own shots in the second half, but they
were hitting theirs as well.”
Sophomore forward Ryan Gomes
scored eight straight points to bring PC
within 10 points, 67-57, but that was as

close as the Friars would get for the rest
of the second half. The Eagles’ lead
increased to 16 points with four and a
half minutes to play, and then further
increased to 18 with two minutes to play.
Sanders, who gave Providence a
spark off the bench in the first half, kept
his energy up through the end of the
game, appearing to be the only one who
didn’t give up. He scored eight of his
15 points over the final two minutes to
bring PC within 11 points.
“It typifies the type of energy we
need,” said Welsh on Sanders. “He got
minutes tonight, and he’ll keep getting
minutes. Hopefully that’s the attitude of
all our players as we go through these
final six games.”
The score went back and forth in the
first nine minutes of the game with both
teams feeling each other out and going
outside and inside.
Ryan Sidney and Andrew Bryant
each scored five points to lead a 10-1
Boston College run in a three-minute
span, giving the Eagles a 24-15 lead over
Providence. The Friars countered with
their own 10-2 run to take a two-point
lead with 3:41 to go.
Troy Bell hit a three pointer with 1:20
left in the half to give the Eagles a onepoint advantage, surpassing Dana Barros
as Boston College’s all-time leading
scorer. Bell finished the half with 13
points, and hit two of three free throws
as time expired to send BC into the
locker room with a two-point lead.
PC played the majority of the half in
a 2-3 zone in an attempt to combat BC’s
6-7 freshman forward Craig Smith in the
post. Smith went into the game
averaging 21.3 points and 8.3 rebounds
per game, but the tight zone held him to
just five points and two rebounds in 18
minutes of play.
The Eagles entered the game looking
to limit the outside shooting of the Friars,
who in the team’s last meeting, exploded
for 60 points in the second half for a 9380 win. BC’s man-to-man defense
limited Providence’s perimeter shooting,
holding the Friars to 40 percent shooting
for the game, including just 20 percent
from behind the three point line.
Bell finished with 33 points for the
Eagles, which shot a scorching 60.9
percent in the second half, while Bryant
and Smith added 16 and 11 points,
respectively.
Gomes led the Friars with 24 points
and nine rebounds, just one board shy
of this 11th double-double of the season.
Sanders finished with 15 points and nine
boards, while junior Marcus Douthit
added 11 points and nine rebounds.
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Sophomore Rob Sanders finished with 15 points and nine rebounds, with
eight of his points coming in the final two minutes of the game.

Better Ingredients - Better Pizza

FASTER DELIVERY
Welcome Back Friars!

HYPER BALL FIET,D
Call (401) 467-2815 or e-mail us at
info @ providencepaintball .com
Rental Package: Mask and goggles, 200 rounds of paint, Tippmann Model 98
Custom marker and all the CO2 you need, for only $32!

We are available to host your private party, bachelor party,
or corporate teambuilding event.
Walk-ons are always welcome!
Providence Indoor Paintball is located on the Providence/
Cranston line, 3 blocks from teh intersection of Park and
Elmwood.
http://www.providencepaintball.com
Pricing, Directions and Field Photos are on our web site
Wednesday Nights: 4pm to 10pm - College Night ($5.00 off
w/ college ID) Bring your own Paint!
Friday Nights: 4pm to 10pm
Saturday: 10am to 10pm
Available for Private Rental Anytime

Only
$5.99!!!

Free
Pizza &
Cinnapie 2 Large
Get a for $9.98

Free
2 Large 1 Large
Large Cinnapie Cheese Cheese
cheese with the Pizzas Pizza &
purchase
Only our bone
of any
less
large
chicken
pizza at
strips for
regular
Only

Use any Ronzios or Domino’s coupon and get our great pizza.
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Team leader on and off court

"

- --------

Ryan Gomes is a total person, one of the nicest
young men that I have ever coached. He works
tremendously hard, not only on the floor, but in the
locker room; he’s a good student and a great
teammate, something that I think stands him
above a lot of the people that he plays against.
He gets a lot of respect from his teammates,
and he’s humble. He’s been very successful,
but he doesn’t let it get to his head.
He always wants to work harder, and be better.
Friars head coach Tim Welsh

-------------------- "
continued from back page
Gomes’ mom.
“I’m very close with my
mother,” says Gomes. “I talk
to her about everything. She’s
raised me throughout my whole
life, and I’m very close with her
because I’m used to being
around her all the time.”
Gomes got his start in hoops
on the playground as a middle
schooler, playing pick-up ball
with his friends in the
schoolyard, for fun. His hoop
dreams continued in high school
as Gomes, only 5-10 then,
joined the freshman team at
Wilby High School. Over the
next year. Gomes grew four
inches and was brought up to
the varsity squad as a
sophomore, earning a starting
spot. Gomes was .not looked to
as a big scorer but as a
rebounder and a defender.
By the time Gomes was a
junior, things changed. He was
6-4 and one of the best players
in his league. He had worked
hard to improve over the
summer with the Connecticut
Select AAU squad, attending
camps and playing in
tournaments, facing off against
players like Eddie Griffin, now
of the Houston Rockets, as well
as many of the players he now
faces in the Big East.
The hard work paid off. By
the time Gomes was a senior,
he averaged 26.9 points and 16
rebounds per game, earning
league MVP accolades his
senior year. Additionally,
Gomes earned the Billy Finn
Award, an honor for the top
player in Waterbury, given in
memory of a talented young
high school player who died in
a car accident. His play drew
the attention of some of the top
basketball programs in the
country—including Clemson,
Maryland and Dayton. While
he had his choice of schools,
Gomes chose to become a Friar.
“A lot of schools were just
talking to me, but Providence
stayed with me from my junior
year,” explains Gomes. Tim
Welsh came to watch Gomes at
a summer camp during Gomes’
junior year, while Friars
assistant coach Steve DeMeo
came to a lot of Gomes’ high
school games. “The Providence
coaches stuck with me the entire
time, which is something that I
really liked about them, and it
played a big part in making my
decision.”
Despite the hype, no one
really expected Gomes to be the
contributor he was as a
freshman. In fact, Welsh and his
staff had planned on redshirting him for the 2001-02
season, due to a back injury and
the fact that there were simply
players in front of him on the
bench. In the first seven games
of last season, aside from warm-

ups, Gomes didn’t see any
action.
“When I first got here, I
wasn’t in the best shape and I
wasn’t picking up on things as
well as, say, Rob [Sanders] or
Tuukka [Kotti] were,” he says.
“So it was kind of hard for me
at first, and I think that probably
played a big part in the
[coaches’] decision.”
But eventually Gomes got
the hang of things and the
coaches took notice. “After the
sixth or seventh game, they just
put me in.”
He got his chance in game
eight at the University of South
Carolina. By then, the Friars
were feeling the wear and tear
of injuries. With forward Rome
Augustin out with a hip injury
and a number of other Friars
trying to shake off ailments, PC
needed a spark off the bench.
Gomes’ number was called, and
the freshman rose to the
occasion, opening eyes by
scoring 15 points and pulling
down eight boards.
With the young Gomes
consistently proving himself to
be the quick, strong, and agile
spark that the Friars needed, the
focus of PC’s offense began to
change. Any doubters were
quickly silenced by his 31point, 12-rebound effort against
No. 21 Miami, setting a new PC
freshman record for points
scored in a game. In fact,
Gomes finished second in
scoring behind Abdul Mills last
season, averaging 13.8 points
per game. His point total (332),
scoring average (13.8),
rebounding average (7.8) and
field goal percentage (.559) all
are second all-time for
Providence freshmen.
A player who began the
season on the end of the bench
finished as a Big East All
Rookie Team member. Talk
about your big steps.
“I’m happy with what I did
individually, but as a team I
wish that we had a better season
than we did,” says Gomes in a
more serious tone. “But it was
hard work to get there, and I just
have to keep working hard. I
just want to keep working hard
every practice and every game
to try and get better and
hopefully to be the best player
in the Big East. I’m just going
to keep working hard, and
hopefully the dream will come
true.”
Currently, Gomes is
recognized as one of the top
forwards in the Big East, a
leader on the court averaging
17.8 points and 10.1 rebounds
a game— a double-double for
the season, a feat he’s
accomplished 10 times and
counting on the year. Off the
court, Gomes is a silent giant of
sorts, leading by his play rather
than his words.
“He doesn’t really say all
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that much,” according to junior
Sheiku Kabba, Gomes’ closest
friend on the team. “That’s
Ryan Gomes. But when he does
say something, because he’s
usually so quiet, we all listen—
what he has to say really
matters. Some people lead
verbally, but he, leads by
example, on the court. He’s a
star for our team right now.
We’re all behind him and he has
a great future.”
And it’s not just consistency
on the court that Gomes brings
to PC. His character off the
court far exceeds his play.
“Ryan Gomes is a total
person,” said Tim Welsh when
asked about his star in the
middle. “One of the nicest
young men that I have ever
coached.
He works tre
mendously hard, not only on the
floor, but in the locker room;
he’s a good student and a great
teammate, something that I
think stands him above a lot of
the people that he plays against.
He gets a lot of respect from his
teammates, and he’s humble.
He’s been very successful, but
he doesn’t let it get to his head.
He always wants to work
harder, and be better.”
If anybody can identify with
a young player who is under
pressure to produce, it’s Gomes,
who can’t help but understand
the great expectations that
Providence has for freshman
point guard Donnie McGrath,
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Some people lead verbally, but he leads by example,
on the court. He’s a star for our team right now.
We’re all behind him and he has a great future.
Junior guard Sheiku Kabba

------------------- "
looked to be next in PC’s
tradition of great guards.
“I’m not the captain of the
team, but I try to be a leader out
there,” Gomes says. “For
Donnie, I always tell him when
he gets down on himself to keep
his head up, that everything will
be all right. As a freshman, you
are going to make some
mistakes here and there, it
happens with everybody, but
you need to stay positive,
because if you don’t you won’t
play as well as you can or as
well as you should.”
“We really don’t have to talk
about it,” says McGrath of
relating freshman pressure and

expectations with Gomes.
“Ryan is a great player and I
love playing with him. We have
a good relationship on the court.
He’s our go-to guy and he’s
always playing hard and playing
strong out there.”
When Gomes is on the court,
he often thinks about something
his high school coach, Reggie
O’Brien, who died this past fall,
taught him.
“Give 100 percent every day,
and to never let up.”
It is great advice to live by.
Just ask Ryan Gomes.
It’s what he does each and
every day.

Next week in
The Cowl
with women’s hockey standout
DEFENSEMAN AND KAZMAIER NOMINEE

Interview

Kelli Halcisak

Sports
B&W: Basketball lacks senior
leadership that men’s hockey has
February 13,2003
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But since then the fickle Friars have
had a lapse of success. PC has posted
a 2-7 record since the win over the Red
Storm, and have dropped seven of its
last eight Big East games, including its
most recent three-game skid.
Tim Welsh and his Friars can forget
about the NCAA Tournament—
nothing short of a March miracle will
put PC in the Field of 65. With a 1011 record and a Murderer’s Row of
conference opponents awaiting the
Friars in their final six games, Provi
dence is in danger of making itself
ineligible for the NIT and finishing in
the basement of the Big East for the
first time since 1982, which means no
Big East Tournament berth either.
No one in the basketball program
likes the situation PC currently faces.
Too many problems and too few
games to find resolutions, it seems.
One can argue that the Friars get
brownie points for close losses against
nationally-ranked Notre Dame and
Pittsburgh. Maybe even getting blown
off their home court by UConn this
past week can be overlooked, too—
sometimes you just run into the
buzzsaw of a hot and hungry team.
But in the end they don’t turn L’s into
W’s.
Achilles had only one heel, but it
seems like Providence has four or five.
A wish-washy defense that has holes
regardless of whether it’s in a press,

zone or man-to-man, an offense that
has grown colder with the Smith Hill
wind this winter and only shows up
when an opposing team doesn’t apply
pressure. Which PC team shows up on
a given night? Anyone’s guess.
And while men’s hockey’s seniors
have stepped up to lead the team, you
don’t find that parallel in basketball.
The team’s best two players are a
freshman and a sophomore, while five
juniors pass the buck, waiting for each
other to get hot when in the end no one
does. And man, do the Friars ever
miss Abdul Mills.
You don’t get graded on effort in
college basketball, but frankly, it’s
questionable PC would get an A in that
subject area, too. You are judged
solely on who you play and beat—
wins. If it wasn’t the case, they
wouldn’t keep score. The Friars must
win three or four of their final six, or
else their season will end at The Dunk
against Seton Hall.
It has always been this way in
sports, that when it comes time to put
up or shut up, mediocrity doesn’t cut
it. Good teams and good players rise
to the occasion, while the less fortu
nate find themselves with unanswered
questions. Unless Providence basket
ball solves their enigmatic selves, it
will be men’s hockey that takes the
spotlight on the ice next month—--while
men’s basketball will simply be left
out in the cold.

SportShorts
Anderson departs from Men’s
Basketball team
Leland Anderson’s career with the
men’s basketball team has come to a
disappointing conclusion. After weeks
of not practicing due to a back injury
suffered in December 2002, Anderson
was not on the bench Saturday
afternoon in the Friars’ loss to UConn,
and Friars’ head coach Tim Welsh
broke the news after the game.
“Leland’s injuries got to the point
where he really couldn’t practice or
play anymore this season so he’s
decided to leave the team for the rest
of the year. He just couldn’t play
anymore,” Welsh said.
The 6-8 senior’s career at PC began
last season after transferring from the
University of Michigan, a former top75 recruit from Attleboro, Mass. But
Anderson never lived up to the hype of
a prime rebounder and big man inside,
a career full of injuries never allowing
Anderson much time off the bench.
He finishes his 24-game career
averaging 3.1 points per game and 1.8
rebounds.

Roth selected for Team USA
USA Hockey announced on Feb. 5
its final roster for the 2003 IIHF
Women's World Championships.
Providence has three current or former
players selected to the team.
Junior defenseman Meredith Roth,
who currently has two goals and 13
assists as an alternate captain for the
Friars this season, she will make her
first appearance with the National
team.
PC's all-time leading scorer,
Cammi Granato ’93 (139-117-256), a
mainstay on the 1998 and 2002 U.S.
Olympic teams, and Jessica Tabb ’01,
who is eighth on the scoring list (8684-170), were also selected.

Schaefer earns POTW honors
Men’s hockey goaltender Nolan
Schaefer was named Hockey East
Player of the Week on Feb. 10, a first
time honor in the Providence senior’s
career.

A 2001 All-America selection,
Schaefer led the Friars to a 2-0 record
last weekend. On Feb. 7, he stopped
all but one of the 29 shots he saw in a
6-1 victory at UMass-Lowell.
Schaefer posted another impressive
performance on Feb. 9 with a careerhigh 46 saves in a 5-2 upset over No. 4
New Hampshire. In all, Schaefer
stopped 74 of the 77 shots he faced for
a .961 save percentage.
Schaefer earned Hockey East
Defensive Player of the Week honors
for the second time this season on Feb.
3 and for the sixth time in his career.

Women’s Hockey stays at
No. 9 in poll
With two victories over the
University of Connecticut this past
weekend, the women’s hockey team
remained at No. 9 in the United States
College Hockey Online (USCHO.com)
poll for Feb. 11.
Harvard, Minnesota-Duluth,
Minnesota and Dartmouth hold on to
the top four spots, with New
Hampshire, St. Lawrence, Wisconsin,
Princeton, Providence and Mercyhurst
rounding out the top 10.
While the men’s hockey team did
not break into the top 15 of the
USCHO.com poll, the team’s 5-2 win
over No. 4 UNH Sunday helped the
team make up some ground. The
Friars currently sit second only to
Michigan State in the “others receiving
votes” category with 17 votes.

Bugden tabbed for Hockey
East honors
Freshman goaltender Jana Bugden
was named Women’s Hockey East
Defensive Player of the Week on Feb.
10.
She earned the honor for her strong
play this weekend in PC’s home-andhome series against UConn. Bugden
made 45 of 28 saves as the Friars held
on to defeat the Huskies in both games
by one goal. Bugden made several key
saves in the final seconds of both
games when UConn pulled their goalie
in favor of an extra attacker.
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McGettigan’s
record-pace
leads PC charge
by

R.J. Friedman ’03
Sports Editor

When senior All-America Roisin
McGettigan ran the fastest indoor track
mile in the country three weeks ago, it
was overlooked by many—chalked up
as just another round of success for the
Providence Track program.
I
And that’s not right—
INDOOR after all, what does a Friar
TRACK have to do to get some
publicity, break a record?
Apparently.
That’s exactly what McGettigan did
last week, running the fastest 800 meters
for a female in the history of the
College’s athletics program on Feb. 7 at
Boston University. She ran a first-place
time of 2:05.91, almost two seconds off
the previous record held by Geraldine
Nolan, whose time of 2:07.57 was set in
1990 at the New England Championship.
McGettigan’s time is also the thirdfastest time by an NCAA female athlete
this season in the mile, automatically
qualifying her for the NCAA Indoor
Track Championship, to be held March
14-15 in Fayetteville, Ark.
The Friars’ 800m record just adds to
a season of success so far for
McGettigan, who, on Jan. 25 at the
Terrier Invitational in Boston, Mass., ran
the fastest time in the country for the mile
in 4:37.95—five seconds off her
personal best from last season. Her time
qualified her for the NCAA
Championship in that event also, and her
time remains the fastest in the nation by
over two seconds.
“She’s such a competitor, that she’s
raised the level of her game another
notch,” said Ray Treacy, Director of
Track and Cross Country Operations.
“Last year, she struggled to qualify and
when she got to nationals she ran very
well. This year, she’s going to get to the
line at the NCAAs very, very confident.
Last year was more hoping—this year
its hard to see her not finishing in the
top two or three.”
Nipping at the heels of McGettigan
all season is sophomore Deirdre Byrne.
After taking time to make what Treacy
called a “typical transition” to American
college running, Byrne, a Wicklow,
Ireland, native like McGettigan, has
come into her own this season. She
currently holds the third-fastest mile time
in the country behind McGettigan and
Tiffany McWilliams of Mississippi
State, and is fourth in the country in the
800m after this weekend at the Terrier
Invitational, finishing in 2:06.00—also
breaking the previous school record, but
finishing second behind McGettigan.
“Physically, it took Deirdre a little
longer to make the transition from
Ireland to here, but now she’s running
to her ability and a little bit beyond it,”
said Treacy. “We knew we had a great
athlete on our hands, it just took a little
bit of time—and now she’s one of the
best athletes in the country.”
Along with McGettigan and Byrne,
sophomore Mary Cullen has qualified
for the NCAAs in the 3000m, while
Treacy hopes to qualify a distance
medley relay team for the NCAAs this
Saturday at Boston University. Grad
student Heather Cappello (3000m) and
freshman Fiona Crombie (mile) have
also qualified provisionally in their
events, and look to hold up those marks
this weekend.
“We’re looking to have our largest
contingent of women at the NCAA meet
ever, so it’s exciting,” said Treacy. “The
success is feeding off itself—one person
does well, the next person wants to do
well. They’re running PRs (personal
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Senior Roisin McGettigan broke the
Providence indoor track record in
the 800 meters on Feb. 7.

"-------------Last year, she struggled to
qualify and when she got to
nationals she ran very well.
This year, she’s going to get to
the line at the NCAAs very, very
confident. Last year was more
hoping—this year its hard to see
her not finishing in the top two
or three.
Ray Treacy, Director of Track and
Cross Country Operations, on senior
Roisin McGettigan
--------------------------------- --------records), and enjoying the success of it.”
Treacy plans on letting the entire
corps of women run their events at the
Big East Championships on Feb. 22 in
Syracuse, N.Y., with the hopes that
several of the women return with Big
East Championship wins.
While the men’s quad has yet to have
any of the “big flashy performances” the
women have had, success looks to be just
around the corner. Sophomore Dylan
Wykes qualified provisionally for the
3000m on Jan. 25, while classmate Liam
Reale is undefeated in the mile on the
season. However, Reale’s times have yet
to qualify him for the nationals.
“He’s winning his races pretty easily,
but he hasn’t gotten into any really fast
races,” explained Treacy. “We want him
to get some competition quickly or else
time will run out on him.”
Reale did not find that competition
two weeks ago at the Terrier Invitational,
nor will he find it this weekend at BU,
according to Treacy. The competition
will be there at the Big East, but the track
at Syracuse’s Carrier Dome is much
slower than BU’s, which is a newer,
banked 200-meter track, which makes
for faster times, while Syracuse’s is 20
years old and flat. Reale will have one
more chance at the New England
Championships at the end of February,
but all parties do not want to wait until
the last minute.
Wykes and grad student Paul Reilly
will also try to solidify their 3000m times
at the New England Championships. But
Treacy remains confident.
“I’m quite satisfied in the way things
are going,” he said. “We have a lot of
guys qualified for the Big East and the
IC4As—the biggest contingent in years,
I’d say—so we’re doing pretty well.”

Sports

Forward

ROGRESS
by Lauren DeMauro ’05
Asst. Sports Editor

After just two seasons,
Ryan Gomes has
solidified himself as PC
Basketball’s go-to guy
Ask the women in Ryan Gomes’s
life when they knew that he had
basketball in his blood, and they will
tell you it wasn’t long after he
learned to walk that Gomes picked
up a basketball.
“We knew he was going to be a
basketball player when he was about
two or three years old,” says
Veronica Brooks-Dancy, Gomes’
grandmother on his father’s side.
“He loved to play with a basketball
then, so we just knew.”
“Ryan was always basketball,
basketball, basketban,” recalls his
mother, Teresa. “When he was
about one and a half, he was always
playing with the ball. He even had
one of those Fisher Price or
Playskool indoor basketball hoops
and also one of those hoops that you
could hang on the back of the door,”
she says. “He was always playing.”
You would never think that a kid
who didn’t play organized
basketball until his freshman year
of high school would be the same
6-7 powerhouse behind the
Providence
College
men’s
basketball team—but that is exactly
what Ryan Gomes has become. In
a year of inconsistency for PC
Basketball, the sophomore forward
has been the only rock on the court
for the Friars; a cornerstone for Tim
Welsh to build the program around
for the next two years.
Gomes grew up in Waterbury,
Conn., raised mostly by his mother
in a single-parent household,
leading to a very close relationship
between them. Gomes remains
close with his entire family—his
father, grandmother and brother—
but no one knows her son better than
GOMES/Page 34

Providence ’s
proverbial
tale of two
teams

Down at Schneider Arena, there is a
case of superstition paying off huge
dividends for the Providence College
Men’s Hockey team. Since senior
goaltender Nolan Schaefer has switched
his hair color from black to blonde, he
has returned to the form that made him
an All-America selection in 2001.
“Every sport gets a
MEN’S little more superstitious
HOCKEY
you go up the
ranks,” Schaefer said.
“Whether it’s taping the stick, or getting
dressed right leg first or left leg, it’s
pretty funny to see when you watch guys
in the dressing room. Hockey is a very
superstitious sport.”
Schaefer’s latest performances prove
that he has reclaimed the No. 1
goaltending spot and earned him playerof-the-week honors for the Hockey East
Conference. He made a career-high 46
saves in the Friars’ 5-2 upset over No. 4
New Hampshire Sunday at Schneider

Last month, both the men’s
hockey and basketball teams found
themselves in precarious positions,
fighting for the fate of their seasons.
This month, one team is rising to
meet, greet and overtake the chal
lenges it faces, while the other simply
finds itself looking for answers to
questions far too numerous and
detrimental to have at this point of
the season.
Men’s hockey, after tallying a
school-record
seven wins to
start the season,
won just two of
its final nine
games before the
College’s winter
break and found itself sitting on a notso-rosy 9-8-1 mark for a month.
The team came back from its month
vacation with an upset of No. 1 Maine
at home, but lost to Hockey East
bottom-feeder UMass-Amherst 48
hours later, beginning a January of
inconsistency. An upset of No. 10
Boston U., a 5-2 loss to No. 5 UNH.
Drop two at St. Cloud, beat BC on the
road, only to fall on home ice to the
Eagles the next night. Win the
Mayor’s Cup, lose to Northeastern for
the second time this year. All in all, 46 through the first month of the year.
But the month of February finds
those same Friars singing a much
different tune. Providence Men’s
hockey is undefeated this month, and
while that only means a 3-0 record, a
six-point swing that includes a 5-2
upset of a No. 4 UNH squad has
rejuvenated a once-lackluster PC
squad going into the home stretch.
The Friars find themselves riding
the coattails of hot-handed senior
goalie Nolan Schaefer, who has won
his last four starts and returned to his
All-America form of two years ago—
bottle blonde hair and all. Schaefer’s
classmates, Devin Rask and Jon
DiSalvatore, and grad student Pete
Fregoe have too found ways to score
lately and give the Friars a boost in
their last go-’round before graduating.
The hunger is there for the Skating
Friars. The energy, the desire—all
there. It deserves praise. With two
two-game sets against No. 2 Maine
and No. 11 BU on tap, teams PC has
beaten already this year, a continuation
of success would set up home ice for
the Hockey East playoffs and, if one
dares to say it—a spot in the NCAA
Tournament come March.
Men’s basketball kept Friar Nation
on its toes through December. A win
here, a loss there. Two more wins,
another loss. Its 6-3 mark wasn’t
horrible—a loss to a soon-to-be No. 1
Alabama squad, and a loss to URI that
now looks respectable given the Rams’
success this season.
January also looked to be a new
beginning for men’s basketball.
Providence ran BC out of its own
building to kick off its 2003 and
conference schedule, faltered in a non
conference match-up against Siena on
the road, but shut down St. John’s in
the same week to start out 2-0 in the
Big East for the first time ever.
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Sophomore Ryan Gomes’ freshman statistics rank among the best of any
Providence College freshman in the 75 years of the program.

UNH upset spotlights Schaefer
Goalie’s fourth win in fourth start revitalizes PC’s postseason hopes
by

Brendan McGair ’03
Sports Staff
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Senior goalie Nolan Schaefer grabs one of 46 saves in Sunday’s win.

